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Extinction of the Chances to Sing
<Women Divers’ Rowing Songs>

Lee, Seong-hun*

This study aims to verify the time of extinction of the chances to sing
<Women Divers’ Rowing Songs> through the process of changes in the types
of ships and diving suits used by women divers when leaving for mainland and
working in the sea.

In order to move out to working sites to catch marine products, women divers
used the method of swimming and sailing in the ship. The chances to sing
<Women Divers’ Rowing Songs> were when women divers swam or rowed a
sailboat to the working sites. In this study, I estimated the time of extinction of
chances to sing <Women Divers’ Rowing Songs>, which had not drawn
attention in the past, through the process of changes in the types of ships and
diving suits used by women divers. Details of discussion are summarized as of the
following.

The act of rowing, the chance to sing <Women Divers” Rowing Songs>, in
leaving for mainland had been common up until 1930s as women divers left for
mainland by using only the sailing boats from around 1889 to the 1930s, the
period in which leaving for mainland by women divers first started. From the 1940s
to the 1950s, motor ships and steam-and-sail boats were used to leave for mainland.
Therefore, the act of rowing rapidly decreased. Also, as regular passenger ships

entered service between Jeju-do and Mokpo + Busan in 1963, women divers used

* Instructor, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Soongsil University. Special Researcher,
Educational Research Institute, Cheju National University
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mainly the passenger ships rather than motor ships and steam-and-sail boats to
leave for mainland. With this, the act of rowing disappeared as well. It is
considered that the act of rowing, the chance to sing <Women Divers’ Rowing
Songs>, completely disappeared in the 1960s.

In terms of the time of extinction of the chances to sing <Women Divers’
Rowing Songs> when rowing sailboats to working sites in the coast, the act of
rowing a sailboat, the chance to sing <Women Divers’ Rowing Songs>, in
Geoje-si and Sacheon-si among the western districts of Gyeongsangnam-do,
continued on until the end of the 1960s and is thought to be extinct with
introduction of powerboats.

Also, the time of extinction of the chances to sing <Women Divers’ Rowing
Songs> when swimming out to working sites in the coast is thought to be after

the 1970s in which rubber diving suits and fins were introduced.

Key-words:women  divers, <Women Divers Rowing Songs>, the
Chances to Sing, the tme of extinction, regular passenger
ship, sailboat, powerboat, rubber diving suit.
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