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An Anthropological Perspective on Peasant
Economy in Cheju Island

Lee, Ki—Wook
Cheju National University

This paper is to analyse and explain the results of the penetration
of capitalism into agricultural sector and the effects of the governm-
ent’s involvement in the local development on the sector of the peas-
ant economy. The analysis of the results of developments of Cheju
Island pushed by the central government is focused on showing how
Cheju Islanders in question for this study are in the grip of world-
wide economic forces, and how these forces are fundamentally alte-
ring their ways of economic life. The strategy for economic analysis
is based on the standard anthropological techniques of fieldwork
and a hypothesis of economic vulnerability.



