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A Review of Studies on Cheju Society and Culture:
From the Perspective of “Chejuology”

Yoo, Chul—-In
Dept. of Sociology, Cheju National University

This paper is to discuss “chejuclogy” as a social science and
to review the previous studies on Cheju society and culture
from the perspective of chejuology. How can chejuology defined
as Cheju regional studies be established as an independent
discipline? The chejuology is to aim at an interdisciplinary work
among the social sciences. It intends to find out the
characteristics and the identity of a region, and Lo contribute to
the development of a region.

From the perspective of the regional study as a discipline, the
previous studies on Cheju society and culture are reviewed as
follows. The studies on the prototype of Cheju culture, which
are done mainly by folklorists or scholars born in Cheju Island,
have contributed to form the identity of Cheju soclety and
culture. Anthropological or sociological studies, regarding Cheju
culture as a subculture of Korean culture, have examined the
peculiar aspects of Cheju culture n comparing with Korean
culture. Sociological or anthropological studies, which consider
Cheju society as either a peripheral or an open society, have
explained the current social and cultural situations in relation to
the wider society.

In order to build up Chejuclogy as a discipline, interdiscipli-
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nary studies are encouraged. The topics of interdisciplinary studies
would be selected deliberately, based on eva}uaﬁing how the
previous studies done in each discipline of social sciences have
contributed to regional studies.



