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Cheju—-do Governor Ryu, Hai Chin as found
in *Nelson Report of Special Investigation
. "Cheju—-do Political Situation”

Kim, Chang-hoo

Summary

Lt. Colonel Lawrence A. Nelson, a special investigator attached to
Headquarters United States Army Military Government In Korea(Hq.
USAMGIK), conducted the special investigation in Seoul and Cheju—do
from 12 Nov 1947 to 28 Feb 1948. The matter investigated involved
several seperated but closely related cases involving Cheju-do
Governor Ryu, Hai Chin and his administrative business. After Lt. Col.
Nelson, in the process of the investigation, had an interview with
governor Ryu, he took a statement and a written oath from Ryu. Also
he took an statement from Lt. Col. Russel D. Barros(the Cheju-do
Chief Civil Affairs Officer), the Adjutant of the 59 Military
Government Company and the officer in charge of the Cheju-do CIC
sub-detatchment. Soon Lt. Col. Nelson came to know that Ryu's
statement contradicted the fact. He fully investigated 10 points at issue
which Ryu had done during his term of office. And then Lt. Col.
Nelson discussed Ryu's problems with his fellows. He offered the
recommendations to the Commanding General Hg. USAMGIK on 11
Mar 1948, In the recommandations there was the item that Governor
Ryu, Hai Chin be replaced.

"Nelson Report of Special Investigationswell showed in the relation
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of Ryu' administration what happened in Cheju-do from 1 Mar 1947
when a first armed conflict happened between Hg. USAMGIK and
Cheju-do people till the 4 - 3 uprising. Especially this report showed
the interesting fact that Ryu held on only disposal of the political
opponent, so Nelson, the special investigator, made cynical remarks
about his rimping adminstration as the following. “The infliction of
politics in every phase of government, has produced a type of
government, which any intelligent person would reject.”



