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Types and Characterisics of Poetry Using 4 - 3
Uprising as Materials

Mun Hyewon
Abstracts

It was from 1990s that poetry for 4 - 3 uprising begun to be written
in earnest, Thanks to the efforts of proving the truth for nearly 50
years and changed social atmosphere, it was possible.

The poetry for 4 -3 uprising can be largely divided into 3
categories: The first type is the poetry for accusing the horrible scenes
of the accident, depicting the sufferings. And the second type is for
calming down and pacifying the souls of the victims, The third type is
for carring the will to build up new future from those basis. The first
type focuses on accusing and disclosing the sorrowful realities that
happened on April 3rd in Jeju, Those potry of the type accuse the
characteristic of wviolence of 4 +3 uprising, by way of showing how
was absurd the massacre inflicted to the innocent people of Jeju.
Second type aims to placate the soul of the dead and satisfy their
grudges. Accordingly, it has the memorial form of praying the
peacefulness of the souls in the next world. Diffent from the privious
ones focusing majorly on the past, the third type is more
developmental in respest that it presents the currrent life of
descendents and the direction of future life.

In the meanwhile, we can find some problems. Firstly, we can see
the repetition of content and standardization to the point, Most poetry
depicting the pitiful damage of 4 + 3 uprising carry the similar contents,
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Adding to that, there is risk of covering up the realities, as they are
only putting their empasis on the sufferings, but they do not provide
with historical and objective analysis, Secondly, we can point out the
superficial observation of those poetry. A large part of them see 4 -3
uprising only from the point of Jeju people., Such attitude sometimes
cause antipathy and sense of victim to the outside people. Finally,
poetry dealing with 4.3 uprising lack not only quantaty and but also
quality, To be literarily meaningful, those poetry should cope with the
above problems among other things,





