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<Abstract>

Expanding women's political participation in Jeju
— focusing on women councilors entering the provincial council by proportional

representation —

Moon soon deok + Kim jin ho

In Korea, women's political participation began discussing ways to expand in
1991, when a local self—governing system revived. With proportional representation
for women installed in the megalopolis council in 1995, women tried to take a
part in the political area. It is important for women to participate in politics,
which improves women's rights, discrimination and inequality to secures women's

political rights and status.

It is women's political power that is needed to develop women's political
representation. There are some ways to women's political participation: a indirect
one by voting, a direct one by being elected to the council activities, and another
way that citizens' organizations with women's groups vote the candidates or

political parties for women's policy initiatives.

This study is to investigate the present status of political participation of the 11
women councilors directly elected as a way to develop the representation of
women's political power. Women candidates running for the general or the local
election face common problems such as the party's nomination, sponsorship,
district management, awareness, and election costs. These are the tricky things
they can't solve in a short term. So it has been required to make the conditions
that women take part in politics continually and women councilor occupy the main
position of the party, and to improve the legislative system such as proportional

representation quotas and compulsory woman nomination. To expand women's



political participation, compulsory woman nomination system should be improved,
political leaders trained, and comprehensive and systematic educational courses
also operated. In addition, the local society helps prepare women politicians with
the condition to make a political action a community of women in political
activities as a politician to have to participate in creating the conditions, and
women politicians should reveal women's political representation through their

council activities.

So far, Jeju hasn't had a woman council directly elected. Therefore this study
1s to prepare the ways to elect women councilors in local elections from now on.
To realize such a purpose, national and local parties, and local communities need
to get together to search for the alternatives. That is just a way to expand

women's political representation.
Key words: political participation, political representation, political power,

political parties, woman councilor, proportional representation quota, compulsory

woman nomination, political leaders.
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