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From Butterfly Taxonomy to the Humanities:

The Growth and Significance of Seok Joo-myung’s Butterfly Research

Moon, Man—Yong*

Beginning with butterfly taxonomy, Seok Ju-myeong was involved
in a wide variety of academic activities including the investigation of
classics, organization of natural history, dialect to demography in the
Jeju Studies, and the Esperanto movement. Not wanting to limit his
butterfly research to the field of biology, Seok Ju-myeong added
butterfly-related history and language in the hopes of expanding his
study to the Korean Studies level. While collecting large numbers of
specimens across the Korean Peninsula, he gained an interest in the
unique dialect and history of each region. Intrigued by the study of
Jeju, he wrote the six-volume series on Jeju. He explained that his
interest in the humanities served to promote the harmony of nature and
life - the ultimate purpose of his butterfly research. Aimed at enhancing
the value and status of butterfly research, Seok Ju-myeong’s diverse
academic activities can be seen as a ‘humanities approach to butterfly

studies’ as well as an extension of his vast data collection.

Key Words

Seok Ju-myeong, butterfly taxonomy, Jeju Studies, Korean Studies,

* Research Professor, Korea Research Center for the History of Science,
Technology and Civilization, KAIST
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humanities approach to butterfly studies, data collection.
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