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Underground Water Discourse and Policy at JeJu in 1990s

Jung, Hee—Jong*

Underground Water Discourse at Jeju is formed in 1990s. The agenda
is not only affected the Underground Water Policy development process
but also performing great deal of social function at the moment. The
purpose of this study is analyzing Jeju Underground Water Discourse’s
formation process and its contents through the 1990s newspaper article
and examining how it affected to the process of policy. The main objects
of this study are Underground Water Discourse’s time period trans-
formation process appears in 1990s news articles, classification by the
contents, social cause and interaction which influenced the discourse
formation, and so on. The method of the research is ’critical discourse
analysis’.

The main discourses which greatly influence the process of discussion
are NGO, the media, administration including political community and
so on. Among them, the most influential agent is the media. The media
interacts with other agents and also make particular discussion into
dominant position. It produces agenda by time and situation period. They
press their opinion repeatedly through the article to make their discourse
in reality. In that process, the discourse, which achieved certain position
in society, might made in law or social system. Jeju Underground Water
Discourse is being magnified as a hot issue in 1990’s Jeju community.
Critical contents are added into essential particulars in Jeju Special

* Ph.D. Candidate in Department of Koreanology Graduate School, Jeju
National University
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Development Law. Also it reflects into the form of system which is Jeju
Underground Water Supervision Ordinance as binding authority. The
case study of this gives a crucial implication about consideration of the
interaction between discourse and policy development. Also it helps to
understand of the characteristic of Jeju society.

Underground Water Discourse is divided in preservation and develo-
pment. Preservation discourse in 1990s mainly contains the building of
the countermeasure of Underground Water Contamination and
Exhaustion, disapproval of commercial use such as selling spring water,
establishing public concept. However in 2000s, it appears into Under—
ground Water public management policy and so on. Development agenda
in 1990s was constructing wide water supply, Underground Water
Improvement of public development which is selling Jeju Sam-Da-Su.
In 2000s, it changes into promoting selling water industry. These
discourse interact with local politics and society. As a result, it creates
the specific concept of Underground Water in Jeju society with
discourse’s change in itself and exercises its influence to Underground

Water Policy Development and change.

Key Words

Underground water, Discourse, Public concept, Selling spring water,
Underground water policy, Jeju-Ilbo, Jemin-Ilbo
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