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The status and Possibility of Literature Written
in Jeju Language

- Focusing on “Look Out, Otherwise You Will Fall Down”
by Yang Jeon-hyung

Yi, Sung-Jun*

We have seen seven books of poetry written and published in Jeju
dialect but little concern or studies have been made on them. While
raising some questions, I have tried to evaluate and arrange some points
in this essay. Starting from this point of view, I have studied one of
them, “3|Hvtdd FEXhLook Out, Otherwise You Will Fall
Down)” by Yang Jeon-hyung. This is my second study on the literature
written in Jeju dialect.

I have noticed that Yang has achieved a particular skill in writing his
texts, compared to previous works done by other poets who used to
depict the situations of Jeju of 1960s or before the period. However,
Yang chose to see and depict Jeju in present point of view. It is
meaningful to see that he revives the current topics helping readers
understand his texts easily.

He tried to employ as many oral expressions as possible, thus
enabling readers to experience synesthesia covering senses of sight,

hearing, touch, smell, and taste.

* Part-time instructor. Department of Korean Lang. & Liter., Jeju National Univ.
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It is stimulating to find that his works revive the characteristics of
dialects and put them into printed texts as well.

We can hardly find a macro-discourse in his text. However, general
text is found searching for it through micro-discourse. It is significant to
see him revealing the Jeju people’s way of thinking through the plain
life of them as well as describing the current features of Korean rural
life in general

It is noticeable that he employs the principle of ‘first-scenery
last-sentiment’, a common technique when writing Chinese poetry, to
maintain tension through turns and delays of events. It is highly
evaluated that he uses a perfect Jeju dialect and feels free from the
pressure of precedent text leading him to create his own world of

poetry.

Key Words : Literature of Jeju dialect, 3] n}#5 Ft] 2 hLook Out, Otherwise You Will Fall
Down), Yang Jeon-hyung, Current narrative, Orality, Character attributes, Micro-

discourse, Strain of ‘first-scenery last-sentiment’
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