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An Alternative Imagination to Neo-Liberalism and the Politics
of Representation

With a focus on the Haenyeo community at Amnam Park

Cha, Yun-Jung(Pusan National University)
greencha@pusan ac kr

Imagining an alternative to neo-liberalism is to picture ‘something different’ to the op-
erational principle and value system that we believe penetrates our society at the present
time. ‘Something different’ may be a prediction regarding the possibilities of the future.
However, they may be things we failed to realize, and hence things we failed to imagine as
an alternative because they are not exposed in the world despite their presence ‘here and
now. This paper attempted an alternative imagination by representing the hidden local
community, which is functioning a logic that defies neo-liberalism. To do this, the paper
first examined the relationship between representation, representation list, and discourse.
The study inquired into the importance of representation in the alternative imagination of
neo-liberalism by examining how the meaning of representation and the production of
knowledge is connected to discourses and power. Furthermore, an analysis on the
‘competition discourse’ of Korean society represented by newspaper articles confirmed the
logic of new-liberalism to pursue economic usefulness based on impersonal relationships.
Also, the study tried to find the image of ‘something different’ existing in the ‘here and
now), in the Haenyeo community of Amnamdong, although representation failed due to
the dominant discourse. The concepts of ‘us’ and ‘coexistence’, deleted by the competition
of neo-liberalism, were restored in the competitive relationship within the Haenyeo com-
munity, and a ‘different competition’ of logic based on human relationships was at work.

Lastly. the representation of ‘something different’, which failed to be communicated be-
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tween members of society, though existing, inflicts cracks upon the dominant discourse

and is a practice that creates new meaning.

Key words : Neo-Liberalism, Representation, Discourse, Competition, Haenyeo

Community
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