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Jeju woman divers and motorcycle

—Influence on their ordinary life and social position —

Min, Yoon-Suk
(Doctor's course, Andong National University)

Recently we notice a lot of Jeju woman divers on the motorcycles on the way to
work and hundreds of motorcycles are parked in a group near the change room of the
woman divers especially when checking the trumpet shells. Thus the motorcycles near
the seaside indicate if the woman divers are working or even their financial status. This
paper inquired the motivation of Jeju divers utilizing the motorcycle in their ordinary
life and its consequence to change their social position and lifestyle. This study was
conducted in Gosung and Sinyang-ri, Seongsan-eub Seoguipo-city, Jeju.

In semi-agrofishery life structure, it takes about 1 hour to reach the village owned
seaside for the woman divers of Gosung-ri on foot. The first introduction of motorcycle
to woman divers coincided with the price advance of exporting trumpet shell to Japan
in 1995. From two high-level divers with motorcycles, utilizing motorcycle as a mean
of transportation spread quickly to woman divers community since the motorcycle
enhance the efficiency, convenience and independence. Traditionary Jeju woman diver
has had her own land or real properties on her name, if from her income. Thus having
motorcycle render the woman divers less dependent to husbands for transportation such
as motor tillers, and more efficient and independent for their own work. This may be
retrospected by the stationary rate of reduction of the number of Jeju woman divers

when motorcycles were adopted in 1995 to 2000, compared to the sharp decrease since
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1969. Adoption of motorcycle not only influenced their own work, harvesting in the
sea, but their ordinary life such as farming, meeting, shopping, health checking and
even other diverse social networking. Enhanced social position may reflect that several
woman leaders have been elected in fishery communities which are surprisingly new in
the traditionally communities in a recent decade. With the increase of income and social
position, woman divers feel more pride on their job as freelancer job free from academic
career, wealthiness, appearance, but with their own ability.

In conclusion, the adoption of motorcycle by woman divers not only influence their

labor efficiency but also ordinary life and even the view of their occupation.

[Key Words]
Jeju woman diver, motorcycle, price of trumpet shell, independence,
woman leader, freelancer, social position
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