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<Abstract>

Military Defence System of Jeju Island in the
Late Chosun Dynasty

Shin, Hyo-seung

Jeju Island had played the role of an intermediary in the
maritime exchange process amongst the Northeast Asian
countries. Particularly, had it been occupied by Japan, the
conventional Japanese access to Chosun would have expanded to
the entire south and west coasts, and the access to China also
would become more convenient witout having to pass through
Chosun. Therefore Jeju was a region that must be secured for
Chosun for its defence system. However, its nature as an island
required a landing process to be accessed, so a defensive strategy
had been established by installment of bases centered around the
expected landing points. The strategy would have troops
concentrated in the bases until they were quickly deployed when
an enemy threat was observed by the surveillance system of
Yeondae (beacon mounds built along shoreline) and Bongsu
(beacon mounds built on high grounds).

However, the forementioned defence system had fundamental
limitations. As in the case of Navy Headquarters of Three
Provinces in Tongyeong, the naval force, rather than the ground
troop, would have been more suited to properly counter a threat

from the sea. There also were not enough ground forces to defend
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the entire coast of Jeju. The small number of troops made it
difficult to maneuver against multiple units landing simultaneously
along the shoreline. Additionally, the bases themselves could
easily be lost one by one from a pincer operation by an
inwardly-invaded enemy force and its naval support. Accordingly,
retention of naval power was absolutely necessary in the position
of defence of Jeju as it would allow more flexible defence
strategy. As such, naval force had been built and operated
separately in Jeju during the early periods of Chosun Dynasty.

Yet the naval force which had been so actively employed began
to disappear in the beginning of the Late Chosun Period, and
became almost non-existent by the 18th century. The number of
Sujeonso, a Jeju naval base in the Chosun period that deployed
naval vessels such as Panokseons, also started to decrease in the
early Late Chosun Period, being completely abolished in the 18th
century. In other words, the Chosun government had reduced the
naval defence capability of Jeju Island, not for the defensive
efficacy but for the economical and diplomatic reasons.

A more detailed ground defence was required to fill the gap in
the Jeju defence system left by the loss of naval force. On this
account, any approaching foreign ship was closely watched from
far in the ocean by the means of Bongsu and others. In near seas,
the movement pattern of the ship was accurately identified
through Yeondaes, and the situation was passed along to the
bases which would then deploy troops effectively to vulnerable
points. This required a systematic management of Yeondaes and
Bongsus. The Late Chosun Period saw establishment of such a

defence system mainly focused on ground.
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