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A Research of Korean translations

of Chinese characters through Dialect materials

Lee, Kwon-hong™

There are no Classical Chinese writing documents recorded in the
dialect because it is not used as a written language. Jeju is the area where
dialectology is active. In materials of the Jeju dialect, there is a text which
recorded the Korean translations of Chinese characters and the Korean
pronunciations of Chinese characters. It is "Jeju Name of the Chinese
Characters' written by Seok, Ju—myong(1908-1950). This text was
compiled through the investigation in Jeju from 1943 to 1945.

The purpose of this research is to clarify changes of the native Korean
readings of the Chinese characters through this text.

Various phonemes have been kept in the dialect materials because
statements were recorded in the same way as they were pronounced.
There are also wrong forms fossilized in the process of language
acquisition. In their childhood, the Jeju people learned the Chinese
characters at the Seodang (private elementary school of the Choseon
period) using "Cheon—ja—moon’" textbook.

The feature of "Jeju name of the Chinese Character’ was that the
Korean translations of the Chinese characters were written in dialect
words. They were written in the vocabulary of the 16th century. There
are also the Chinese characters that gave read by idiolects.

There are two features of the Korean translations of the Chinese

characters in the dialect materials. The first is a re-interpretation by local

* Jeju College of Technology, Professor / E-mail : lee@jeju.ac.kr



emotions, and the second is a personal re-interpretation by idiolects.

LEORILCE Korean translation of a Chinese characters, Jeju dialect,

Choon-ja-moon, Seok, ju-myeng.
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