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Abstract

(Key words): Jeju Island, Kwendang, social ties, Hojoekjungcho,

marriage

Change of Kwendang Relation in
a Village on Jeju lIsland

Kim, Chang Min*

This study provides an analysis of a social relationship and its changes
in the 19 century in a village located on Jeju Island. I studied how changes
in the kwendang relationship and the cultural meaning of kwendang took
place by analysis of changing patterns of marriage ties in the village
from the 1860s until the 1890s.

Kwendang is the core social relationship in the society of Jeju Island.
kwendang is the social relationship made by blood ties and marriages.
kwendang is a very important cultural element of Jeju islanders when
they exchange labor and make political alliances; these social relations
are the basis of kwendang. In this context, to understand kwendang is
one of the most important means to understand the culture of Jeju. |
understand kwendang relationships and their changes by analyzing
Hojoekjungcho which is a written record which was kept to record
information about populations, marriage and family. The results of this
study are as two fold.

* Associate Professor, School of Liberal Art, Jeonju University
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First, though population mobility in the 19" century Jeju village was
very high, villagers were related by kwendang. Even though kwendang
relationships were changed by population mobility and change of
generation, they reorganized kwendang relations and had strong socialties.

Second, the dominant family of the village was changed by kwendang
relationships. In 1864, the Lim family occupied the dominant position in
the village and the Lee family immigrated to the village with the
kwendang relation to Lim. After that, the Lees made many kwendang
relationships to the villagers and gained a dominant position in the
village. According to this study, kwendang can be understood as a key
cultural element for attaining political power and social ties in historical
Jeju villages.



