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Household Register of the Japanese Colonial Period

and Characteristics of Female Heads of Household

: With emphasis on comparison to Jeju’s Household Register

and Gwangmu Register from the 19th century

Kim, Kyung-ran

This study examined women’s inheritance of household based on changes

in household policies from the late Joseon Dynasty to the Daehan Empire

and the Japanese Colonization. Women could only be registered as the head

of household, the taxpayer, in the Joseon Dynasty when there was no adult

male in the household. These female heads received various tax deductions.

This indicates that female heads were accepted in the late Joseon Dynasty to

impose taxes on female-led households. Female heads were also registered

on Gwangmu Register of the Daehan Empire for taxation. However, the

basic frame of Joseon and Daehan Empire’s household policies changed

greatly in the Japanese Colonization. When the new Household Register Act

was enacted in 1909, household survey was conducted based on the

household declaration form. At that time, the Household Register Act was

similar to Japan’s Household Register Law. Female heads of household

could be registered on Household Register only when they could not be

attached to paternal households. Female heads of household tell us many

things about Japan’s household system which Japan introduced to colonize

Joseon. This clearly shows that female heads from the Japanese Colonization

had different meaning compared to the female heads from the Joseon

Dynasty.


