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| Abstract |

Views on Language and Promotional Strategies

for Local Language
— With a Focus on Jeju Language and Breton Language

Cha, Yun-Jung - Jang, Se-Yong

At the time when national integration and neoliberal globalization was
emphasized, language was hierarchicalized according to the so-called
standard for 'unity or realization of desire,’ and, in the process, local
language, which is the language of the minority, have perished.
Meanwhile, the spread of ecological thinking warning about the dangers
of unilateral unification in accordance to globalization, brought about
perceptional change of language such as the pursuit for symbiosis and
diversity of language and recognition of the value of minority language
and local language. However, underlying such perceptional change in
accordance to the changes in the language environment, two different
views exist, one that views language as human being's inherent right and
another that views it as a mean for specific purpose such as the 'unity or
realization of desire.'

Jeju Island, for the first time in Korea, legislated a local language
promotion ordinance and making efforts at both private and
governmental multi-layered level to preserve the local language. In the
local language preservation activities in Jeju Island, the attitude that

perceives language as a right and the attitude that perceives language as a

olofol that A4zt 2 7o) 54 ek 179



means, or in particular, as a capital complexly revealed. The process of
promoting Breton language, which is currently securing the status as the
official language of France, is not different from the case of Jeju
language in that language is simultaneously perceived as a right and as a
capital. However, unlike Jeju language, Breton language reveals a strong
attitude towards perceiving language as political asset. It is true that such
perception contributed to raising the status of Breton language, but the
problem in this case is that such attitude degraded the language users to
passive users following the political order. Therefore, promotional
strategies for local language should spread the perception of language as
a right, create a language environment where such perception can be
preserved. And while partially accepting the value of language as a
capital or for its political quality, promotional strategies for local
language should be developed in ways that do not corrode the foundation

of the local language.

Key Words: Language Environment, Views on Language, Right, Capital,

Local Language Promotion
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