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ABSTRACT

Kim Seok Beom - “Hwasando” - <Jeju 4.3>:
Historical/literary historical meaning of Hwasando

Kim, Hwan-Gi (Dongguk Univ.)

The purpose of this paper is to consider the cultural historical and literary meaning
of Hwasando published in Korean by Kim Seok Beom. As you can see, Hwasando is
a work that describes rampant contradictions/absurdity during the political liberation
of Jeju (Jeju 4.3). 1 think that “Hwasando”, published in Korean, should be
recognized for following aspects. First, “Hwasando” is an epic that describes the
turbulent liberation of Korea and fills the space of Korea Contemporary Arts history.
It 1s also our self—portrait and mirror— not the subject of political or ideological
taboo—and the blooming of Jeju Literature as well as the apex of 4.3
literature.“Hwasando™ describes the history, folklore, politics, ideology, social and
cultural points of the social, geographical and ecological nature of the Korean
peninsula's history in detail. It has characteristics of resistance and exposé literature
from a realistic point of view. It also should be noted that it is a work that opens the
door to world literature based on borderlessness and pacifism in a universal writing
beyond nationalism in Northeast Asia. In addition, “Hwasando” overcomes
traditional pure—blood ethnicism that is widespread in Korea/Korean/Korean society
and it is very didactic literature that ensures global competitiveness. It is also
remarkable that it asks questions of the fundamental nature of human problems such
as ethnic identity/transformation of worldview, and the existential anguish of the
Korean Japanese. Therefore, “Hwasando” requires more broad spectrum research of
the diasporas world view, universality, and literary texts that are deeply related to

world literature in terms of borderlessness.

Keywords: Kim Seok Beom, Hwasando, political liberation, Jeju Island 4. 3 literature,
world literature, literary historical meaning
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