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Living Outside an Insecure State:

Stowaways from Jeju to Japan after 1945

Cho, Kyung Hee
(SungKongHoe University)

This study examines the post-colonial movement and the sense
of everyday life on the border focusing on the stowaway
experiences of Koreans between Jeju and Japan after 1945. Korean
stowaways were defined by the improper intrusion of outsiders in
the course of the implementation of the nation state from the
Japanese empire, ‘Liberated’ Koreans without due process of
de-colonization after 1945, were left in an illegal position easily
deported outside of the sovereignty, Omura detention camp for
Koreans, geographically located in the periphery of Japan, had a
central role in carrying out the transition to the postwar democratic
state, Meanwhile the political and economic insecurities of
postcolonial Korea were sufficient conditions for Koreans to exit
their territory. In particular, those living in Jeju had no guarantee
of life and were placed on the forefront of the Cold War and the
subsequent economic marginalization. Escaping to Japan was the
most accessible way to pursue their safety, This study will focus on
the process of the institutional apparatus of the nation-state
including how the immigration system worked to reproduce the new
diaspora, and the trans-bordered sense of everyday life of Koreans

who experienced life as stowaways.

Key Words

stowaway, Jeju, Omura detention camp, Zainichi Koreans, insecurity,
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