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Abstract

An Evaluation of the Operation of the Death Penalty in the early
Syngman Rhee Regime : Focused on the Jeju April 3 Incident and

the Yeosu-Suncheon Incident

Lee, Deok-In""

The first president Syngman Rhee hovered between life and death as a political
criminal during the Korean Empire era. However, he ruthlessly put citizens to death to
suppress those who had opposed or resisted him with no legal procedure, which lasted
for nearly 2 years while he was in office as the first president of Korea. Several years
ago, the Ministry of Justice released statistics on executions since the founding of the
country. According to the data, there were less executions during Syngman Rhee regime
than those of Park Chung-hee regime. However, it probably underestimated and distorted
facts. Although Syngman Rhee has generally been referred to as a ‘Founding Father,” his
actions since the government formation indicates he is a ruler of autocratic police state.
In fact, he engaged in judicial murders that were extralegal massacre, based on formal
judicial proceedings.

Thus, this study is mainly aimed at exploring how he used the death penalty as a tool
to maintain his regime while suppressing the incidents in Jeju on April 3rd and Yeosun,
which occurred during the early stage of his regime. To accomplish the objective,
elements of crimes leading to the death penalty and special cases of criminal trials for
death sentences during the period were explored. When the death sentences and
executions during the emergency amid the government formation were examined, it was

clear that the death penalty was a tool of suppression and tyranny beyond a punishment.

Keywords: the Articles for the Government of Korean Constabulary, National
Security Law, the Court-Martial, Death Penalty in the Jeju April 3
Incident, Death Penalty in the Yeosu-Suncheon Incident.

* This research was supported by the National Research Foundation funded by 2013
government fund(Ministry of Education)[NRF-2013S1A5A2A1017744].
** Prof., LL.D., School of Police Administration, Busan Institute of Science and Technology.



