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O Abstract

Contested memories in the Jeju April 3rd Peace Park
the ‘absent presence’ of the Riot interpretation and solidarity spilt

Kim, Minhwan

In the ‘resolution’ of the Jeju April 3rd Incident, we are drawing an end to
the first phase - acknowledging the innocent deaths incurred by the incident -

and entering the second phase of imbuing these deaths with historical
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significance. This paper aims to closely examine the formation of the Jeju April
3rd Peace Park as the culmination of all the conflicts and compromises of the
first phase. On one hand, this paper concerns the evaluation of the successes and
the limits of the first phase, and, on the other hand, it aims to settle prospective
points of contention within the second phase.

Existing literature on the Jeju April 3rd Incident can be largely understood
through the three following interpretation. First is the ‘Riot interpretation’ of
the US and the ruling parties, second is the varied and divided ‘Uprising
interpretation’, and the third is the ‘State Violence interpretation’, which traces
its roots from earlier theories like the ‘Genocide interpretation’. In the earlier
stages of April 3rd resolution, proponents of the ‘Uprising interpretation’ and
the ‘Genocide interpretation(State Violence interpretation)’ formed a powerful
coalition against the ‘Riot interpretation’. As legislative and governmental
solutions for April 3rd began to arise, however, ‘State Violence interpretation’
began to part ways with ‘Uprising interpretation’, and conflicts between the two
sides became especially acute during the formation of the April 3rd Peace Park.
The author argues that although it was the conflict between the ‘State Violence
interpretation’ and ‘Uprising interpretation’ that surfaced, this conflict was, in
fact, structurally mediated through the ‘Riot interpretation’. To emphasize this
point, the author introduces in this paper the notion of the ‘absent presence’ of

the ‘Riot interpretation’.
Keywords: the Jeju April 3rd Incident, the Jeju April 3rd Peace Patk, Riot in-

terpretation, State Violence interpretation, Uprising interpretation,

‘absent presence’ of the Riot interpretation
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