A Study on the Historical Geography of Jeju Beophwasa Temple in the Goryeo Dynasty
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Abstract : Beophwasa was a representative temple that existed in Jeju island until the middle of the Joseon dynasty.
Because there are not historical records and archeological relics, it is impossible to insist that Jang Bogo established
Beophwasa temple. It will be reasonable to say that Beophwasa temple was founded in the period of introduction of
Buddhism in Jeju. After Mongolian domination over Jeju, Beophwasa became a temple of Mongolian imperial
household and a stronghold. The site of spring water greatly influenced the location of Beophwasa temple, and the
accessibility to central settlements, obtainment of arable land for temple were the important factors of location. In
particular, the rice farming region around Beophwasa temple was a helpful resource for economy of temple.
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