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Study on Transmission Aspects in Folk Ballads
of Jeju Island

Suh, Young-sook*

This paper investigated the transmission aspects in folk ballads of Jeju Island
focused on the distribution of type, the transformation of nation-wide type and
the creation of oicotype. Contrasting with the land, various types of folk ballads
haven’t transmitted in Jeju Island. Instead of that, a few type have transmitted
intensively. These types are mainly short narrative songs, which are centralized
on the scene of an event. Moreover they are comic rather than tragic. These
characters have been derived not only from the independent family structure and
life style of Jeju Island but also the working and singing method.

I assumed that the folk ballads of Jeju Island have been not affected but
formed separately from those of the land. Though there are some nation-wide
types, they are not transmitted actively. They have been transformed according
to the local trait of Jeju Island, so they have had characteristics as the local
literature. The folk ballads of Jeju Island have been affected and merged with
the other narrative genres more briskly than the other folk ballads of the land.
They have been localized through the transformation of folk-tale, the alteration
of the function and the change of the singing method. Women of Jeju Island
have created and transmitted folk ballads through the creation of oicotypes and
the transformation of nation-wide types. These transmission aspects show the

outstanding ability of Jeju Island’s women in the creation of literature.

* Hannam Univ.
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