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Abstract

Rewriting Myth and its Meaning: A Study on the Three Versions of
the Samseong Shinbwa(The Myth of the Three surnames) of Jeiu island

Jeong, Jin-hee

In early time of the Joseon Dynasty , a myth of Jeju island had been lettered by
various versions. The sanmseong shinbwa (—IETMEE The myth of the three surnames.)
has three versions. This paper investigates the differences among each versions and
seeks to understand the reasons why was the myth lettered by various versions in
the same period.

The three extant versions of this myth which known its writer and its lettered
time, are the rendition recorded in the Koryeosa(f=5#E" The History of Koryes), the
official history of the Koryo Dymasty complied in the Joseon Dynasty, and the
Seosemun(J T 130), the rendition in the genealogy of the Ko family of Jeju, and the
SeongjuKossijeon(FE ¥ 155 (%) written by Jumg I, a government official of Jaseon .

They show differences each other in some aspects. For example, the foundation
motif is only in the Sesermzn(¥1H30). In The SeongiuKossijeon(F2. 15 (%, the
divinity of this myth is very weakend. The Seosemun(/T 11:30) and the rendition in
the Kmyeom(fﬁfﬁﬁéﬁi), see the myth as historial facts. As a result, the three
versions of this myth have the different mythological meanings each other.

This myth of Seosermun( FH30) is the foundation myth of Tamna(LiE the
kingdom of Jeiu island) and points up the founder who is the ancestor of Ko
family. The rendition in the Koryeosa (FiREL) tells the divine origin of Jeju, but it
doesn't admit the kingdom of Jgu and the Ko family as its ruler. It see the myth
just as a sacred tale in Jeju. The SeomgjuKossijeon(JE - 5 K% see the myth as the
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origin stoty of the Ko family of Jeiu which is the porvinces of Joeon Dynasty .
In early time of the Jweon Dymasty, the Jeju lost its political status as a
independent kingdom and was located on the political margin of the Joseon dynasty
which had appeared as the political center. The rewritings of the samseong shinta
(HEMES) of Jeju, show clearly that political intentions are expesed in the form

of myth discourses.

Key words : samseong shinhwa(=#EiES), rewriting myth, discourse, political

intention, foundation myth
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