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<Abstract>

Female Mountain Gods in Korean and Chinese Myths

Kim Ji-yung
<HK Research Professor, Gyeongnam Culture Institute,
Gyeongsang National University>

Mountain in Korea and China is more than just a natural object.
The appearance of mountain that rises high from a flat plain excited
the imagination of the ancient who imagined that there were
something mysterious happening up in the mountains and in the
mountains lived mysterious beings who held keys to secrets of
human life.

The worship of the mountains and human imagination created
sanshin (mountain gods) who communicated with heaven and ruled
the affairs of men.

In the traditional religions of China and Korea, sanshin was
placed in the highest place above all gods on earth and in the nature.
It was a being that was worshipped first in all rituals.

What is unique about the religion of sanshin in China and Korea
is that it had female mountains gods who lived in a mountain and
exerted influence throughout history.

These female mountains gods were worshipped by common

people and held powerful influence on them. They were beings that
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new regions could not ignore or exclude and therefore had to be
integrated or embraced.

Seongmo in Jiri-—san mountain and Seolmundaehalmang in
Hallah-san mountain in Korea; Seowangmo in the imaginary
Konryun—-san mountain in China and Byeokhawongun in Tae—san
mountain in China are all female mountains that are
characteristically found in Korea and China. Their influence can still
be found intact today.

This paper focused on the materials related to Jiri-san
Seongmo, Hallah-san Seomundaehalmang, Konryun-san
Seowangmo and Tae—san Byeonwhawongun and investigated the
diverse characteristics of female mountains gods in them and
explored the meaning in the process of transformation of the

religions of female mountain gods

Key words: female mountains gods, Myths, Jiri-san Seongmo,
Seomundaehalmang, Seowangmo, Byeonwhawongun.



