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The separation of the myths of Song-Dang and the appearance

of the new hero Mungokseong

Kim, Jin—hax*

The myth of Song-Dang is composed of two parts. The first is the
myth of Socheonguk and Kumbaikjo who have been separated after a
short period of married life. The second is the story about their sons.
According to the myth, they have 18 sons, 28 daughters and 378
descendants. Among their descendants, Mungokseong, the village god
of Gum-Hul(now called Deok-Cheon) is the first son. But nowadays,
Goenaiguito, the village god of Kim-Nyong is well known to be the
most powerful son. But he is only the seventh or eighth.

The archetype of Gumbaikjo’s 18 sons’ story is necessarily the first
son’s. The first son Mungokseong is the typical hero in Jejudo
shamanism. He was born with his own name. Although he had been
abandoned by his parents, he returned to Jejudo as a triumphal hero.
And then, in general, the appearance of the new hero is accompanied
by the new myths. And the new hero also occupies different
sanctuaries in other villages.

Socheonguk and Kumbaikjo represents respectively the hunting and
the agriculture. Long after his parents had taken their political and
cultural power, Mungokseong appeared as the military god. And the

stories of Mungokseong has spread in all the narrative forms such as

* Teacher, Yangchung High School, Seoul
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legends, myths, historical writings in Jejudo.

myth, Song-Dang, Socheonguk, Kumbaikjo, Mungokseong, Goenaiguito.
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