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The Study on the Conflict of Food Habits from the Village

Myths (Dangsin-Bonpuri) from Jeju

Min, Yoon Suk

Supervised by Chun, Hye Sook

Major in Folk Literature and Arts
Department of Folklore
General Graduate School

Andong National University

Abstract

This study aims to find out the cultural significance on the conflict of food
habits from the gods (dangsin) based on the village myths
(Dangsin-Bonpuri) which have been transmitted from generation to
generation mostly by shamans in Jeju, Korea.

From the village myths, it 1s frequently quoted; counterpart of Dangsin
was usually denied or expelled if he/she answered meat-eating when
he/she was asked the food habit for the condition of marriage or living
together. This taboo was more stringent about pork-eating, and it is still
observed by the shamans and customers of Jeju shamanic rituals.

Food conflicts expressed in Dangsin-Bonpuri can be categorized into

three. First, the conflict arouse between rice—eating goddess and
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meat-eating god. In this case, eventhough the degree of negativeness
would be somewhat variable for the meat-eating habits such as eating
meat as raw or not, or eating farming cattle, it was tabooed for god
eating meats, specially cattle or horse which were the valuable assets in
agriculture. This pattern may imply cultural conflicts and the inclination
toward agriculture of Jeju villagers amid from the long, ancient tradition of
hunting and a new inflow of rice-based agriculture. Second, the conflict
arouse from heavy eating and being expelled. Even gods were not accepted
as having voracity, possibly because of the infertile land and poverty of
mundane life of Juju villagers who still value their life in a simple and
thrifty way. This is stressed from the verb, "if you eat much, then you
will be bankrupted”

Third, the conflict arouse from eating pork by no matter of god or
goddess. There was a clear conceptualized taboo of eating pork. Generally
once the goddess contacted or ate pork, then expelled from mountain
regions which seemed more divine to the coastal villages which was
mundane. This coincide the locations of many dang (shamanic shrine)
worshiping those expelled goddess. On the contrary, preexisting dangs
where the main customers are fishers and woman divers (jamnyeo) in the
coastal regions have no anti-pork culture. The representing example would
be Doggaebi—-Dang (Bugaboo Dang) of which the goddess came into Jeju
from the mainland Korea through Manchuria.

From the historic records, Korean did not enjoy the pork and also were
not well acquainted with rearing pig until King Yeonsan year 7 in Chosun

dynasty when King began to utilize the pork as food. The situation would
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be same in Jeju as in the mainland since there was no record of rearing
pig in Jeju until the mid 17 century. Even though there had been wild pigs
in the mountain area, domestication of pig would have been introduced
from outside, which was strange with the Ddongdoiji (pig fed human
excrements as a part of diet) culture and also costly to feed the pig (recall
that pig requires good source of protein and carbohydrates, but Jeju
villagers were very poor). Thus the dirty and costly rearing of the pig
brought out the negative image and consequently provoked the cultural
conflict. This hypothesis is supported by the historic records that the first
contact to pork was made by the fishers who were more inclined to drift
away to, or to have chance to meet and experience the draftees from

south China or their culture of rearing, pork-eating and rituals with pork.

Summarizing, the rearing and pork-eating culture would have been
introduced from outside and firstly accepted by the coastal villagers. The
conflicts between the mid mountain villagers and coastal villagers were
expressed in the form of village myths (Damgsin-Bonpuri). Since the
woman, specially in Juju, was responsible for the households including
rearing pig, once she took the pork (depriving the house asset), she would
has been expelled. The details of multidisciplinary studies including
sociological and biological aspect are anticipated to support and unveil the
conflict of food habits expressed in Damgsin-Bonpuri, especially for

pork-eating and domestication.

Keywords: Damgsin-Bonpuri, Jeju, food habit, pork, culture
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