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[Abstract]

Picturebook Storytelling of Folktales in

‘Sanbangsan Mountain’

Yoon, Hye-Won

Department of Storytelling
Graduate School of Social Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Prof. Kim, Han-il

Until recently, picture books were not recognized for the uniqueness of its
genre in the field of art and literature. Picture books have always been on
the edge of the literary world, being researched around the boundaries of the
juveniles. But now, picture books have broken out of these boundaries, and
have widened their audience, now targeting adult readers. In recent years, we
have seen picture books garnishing attention in big publishing houses and
international award ceremonies, smashing old stereotypes. This idea of
changing mindset has been titled as a 10th art form and even brought up an
establishment named “Picture book Culture Art Institute Association” as it
starts to settle as a major category in a genre.

The two basic requisites of a picture book, text and art, are used to create
a whole new dimension as they frequently cross both individual frames. The
flow of storytelling takes on a new dynamic, with the literal and visual

frames combining, and achieving a synergistic, powerful effect. The end result



elicits a strong emotional empathy from its readers. Until now, only ‘old
media’ forms have enjoyed this ability (called an ‘analogue emotional
conversation’) to plug in directly to their readers hearts; while the ‘new
media’ lacks this deeper connection with their readers emotions.

Analogue and digital were been definitely bordered when the digital media
rapidly reached its peak growth. The continuous demand for new ideas and
new content from the present day has caused a massive disconnect between
us and our past. Quite recently, to refresh the thirst for substance that the
digital age has brought, some companies have started releasing several
collections of various media that examine the analogue emotions of the past
eras.

Considering market trends and the needs of the consumers, our eyes fall
right to our doorstep, to the magnificently rich folktales of Jeju Island, located
in the southernmost end of the Korean Peninsula. The stunning geographical
characteristics of this island have ensured the development of an isolated
culture. Using Jeju's volcanic island setting as the backdrop, we have
collected some of the best folktales this intriguing culture that has ever been
created. The collection of Jeju's folktales also serves as a cultural showcase
for the island’s culture, and with such aspects as peace of mind and physical
wellness being big parts of Jeju's reputation; it fulfills the requirements of
being developed as a new cultural content.

We are now pleased to present these engrossing folktales of Jeju, in what
we feel is the best manner to highlight their multifaceted natures, with
picture books. While it is true that the various elements of a picture book,
such as the visual elements like the background, the text, the characters,
should be created organically, the importance of the main subject and the
story itself cannot be denied. With this notion in mind, we have set
‘emotions’ as our subject. We have then organized the folk tale collections by

seeking out writers who have personal experiences with the specific emotions.

_Xi_



On top of this strong foundation, we added the visual expression of these
words with artwork created specifically to interweave though the already
intriguing storyline. The end result is a rich tapestry, mixing the atmospheric
Jeju's environment and the characters deep emotions, all drawn in a manner
certain to fire up the imagination, and most likely, transport the reader to a
time and a place for from his or her own.

By going through the process of reconstructing the folktales with unique
elements of the picture books, we have given birth to a whole new content
collection. The synergistic effect of combining the elements of the picture
book and the folktale brings out new, distinct characteristics in the reading
experience, and we are proud to present this new offering of quality as a

new genre of literature.
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T4 ZF3F(Cumulative plot), ¥3}4 &3 (Episodic plot), A4 Z5
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