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217) Fold X, 1973. 6. 19- 7. 2.
218) Fold® 1973. 6. 19
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219) Fold X, 1973. 7. 19.
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<Abstract>

The Discovery of Locality and Jeju Island as Internal Colony
By Kim, Dong—hyun

Department of Korean Language and Literature
Graduate School, Kookmin University,

Seoul, Korea

This study aimed to examine how the magnetic field of a nation-state
recognized ‘Jeju’ in the colonial period, space of liberation and developmental
dictatorship period.

The symbolization of ‘Jeju’ started to be captured by the Tmperial Japan’
during the colonial period was demonstrated by the discrimination of Jeju
from the mainland Korea and by the identification of Jeju with Japan. Such
imperialistic perspective repeated in major studies and travel essays carried
out by numerous Japanese ruling institutions and Japanese people aimed to
remove otherness of the Jeju during the colonial period and to imagine
Japanese features in its stand in order to assume Jeju as the geographical
area of Japan.

Korea's intelligent elites recognized ‘Jeju’ as in internal colony of Joseon.
When they imagined Jeju, they understood Mt. Halla and Jeju in a different
manner. Mt. Halla was recognized as a spiritual mountain for the country
but Jeju was imaged and redefined as collection of surplus. This
demonstrated the interaction between divinity and exotic views worked as a
defining material for the symbolization of Jeju. In particular, when Jeju was
imaged as surplus of Mt. Halla, it showed internal imperialistic perspectives.
Such perspective indicates that Korean intelligent elites internalized the

colonial character of the imperialism and redefined the inside of coolly
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imaginatively. That i1s to say, the travel essay on Jeju by the Korean
intelligent during the colonial period was a geographical exploration both
with confirmation of divine character of Mt. Halla and with recognition of
Jeju as an internal colony, which was an attempt to confirm colonial
self-superiority.

Just as shown in cases of people in Jeju wandering between national
borders, Jeju had more geographical affinity with Japan than with the
mainland Korea during the colonial period. People in Jeju had to confront
Japan as a routine experience. Jeju has a special feature to face modern
Japan without the mediation of Korea. This shows that the experience of
modernism was not made uniformly and features of those experiences were
quite different. Jeju experienced modernity as a floating being beyond the
national boundary.

While Jeju was a place of coincidence of the colonial imperial and a place
of finding superiority of the colonialist as part of Korea, it was imaged as a
floating symbol with ‘resistance’, ‘extinction’ and ‘anticommunism’ after the
liberation. Although it was ‘discovered” for the convenience of the center,
Jeju as an imaginative geography was the transformation of centers in
accordance with the change of the period as it was the way of the center
consuming locality.

When there was a time of stressing the role of young men as the subject
of ‘creating country’, Jeju took up the central role in discovering ideology of
the ‘home country.” "Beacon Fire, that put Yi Jae Soo in the front as a
symbol of national resistance recognized the region as separation of colonial
locality in the form of reconfirmation of colonial unconsciousness. The
awareness of Jeju as a region of resistance was transformed into another
layer through Jeju 4 - 3 Movement, which was awareness of the region of
‘extinction.” ‘Resistance’ against the ‘creating country’ for implementing the
establishment of anticommunism country by the ruling power was subject to
thorough punishment. In this process, the symbol of Jeju after the liberation

and the Korean war period was recognized as a series of symbols that
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could not be reduced in a single phase.

The 1960s began under deep silence of the investigation of the fact on
Jeju 4 - 3 Movement. After 1960s, the interests in ‘Jeju’ features began to be
found in a paradoxical situation to prove its existence by making specialty
of Jeju as others. Such interests in ‘Jeju’ features was ‘found and ‘attracted’
by the promotion of ‘tourism development’ policies. The local intelligent
group took it as an opportunity that the geographical marginalized region
was ‘found by the center for the task of development and preservation of
tradition. This 1s double desires to be incorporated as member of
nation-state and to be approved its ‘uniqueness.

The internal attempt to ‘discover’ and ‘imagine’ Jeju in the situation of the
1960s was demonstrated with a strategy of describing strong women. And,
the Ieodo Island narrative spread out 1960s was not an indigenous
movement from Jeju but a discovery from outside. The territory expansion
and its literature transformation occupied the first place in the external
discovery.

The legend of Ieodo Island was ‘selected and ‘found’ as a material of
restructuring the world order as a nation-state. Mass media including
literature played an important role in developing Ieodo Island as a ‘universal
intellectual system.” The discovery of universality was initiated not by inside
but by outside.

While the legend of Ieodo Island was ‘imagined’ as an ‘apparent tradition’
by the epic narration by Ko Eun and Lee Cheong Jun, the territory conflict
began to ‘imagine’ it as ‘obvious reality. The scanty nature of Ieodo Island
epic became not a momentum to check any academic error and to doubt
reality of the legend, but oughtness to create ‘persuasive epic narrative.
Such oughtness was made possible by the capture of locality by means of
ideological state device. When the Ieodo Island narrative ‘created by
Takahashi Doru became ‘created as a recorded epic, Ieodo Island was a
being in imagination. But, such imagination was ‘imagined’ as an obvious

reality rapidly in the desire of geographical expansion of the nation-state.
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The locality of ‘Jeju’ can be verified by the awareness of Jeju 4 -3
Movement too. Methods of representation were different. Some share the
memory as a form of ritual to commemorate the dead (Hyeon, Gi Young),
and others represent the verification of not guilty which no one could verify
in the form of possession (Hyeon, Gil Eon). As such, the destiny of
recorders has diverse features. Oh Seong Chan selected to express the
existence of non-existence as a faithful record while deferring interpretation
and decision. It was like a destiny of residents who have to endure the
historical tragedy of 4 -3 Movement as a routine rather than one triggered

by a special motivation.
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