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Abstract

Folksongs fall under an oral literature which is made, developed and
harmonized with the trinity by the populace and related to its life. As folksongs
expose peculiar regional tunes and emotions, they have important roles in
expressing their emotions and the integration of the members as one.

Jeju island has been more geographically isolated than the other regions from
the past, so their culture is relatively indigenous. As their life has many kinds
of heterogeneous cultural traits, it is very important to research the ethnic
customs of their culture nowadays. At present, folksongs transmitted in Jeju
island are very abundant compared to other regions, and they are valuable
documents which show their life and cultural character. Thus, it is a very
valuable thing to study folksongs which expose regional life and culture.

Moreover, we are worried about Jeju's traditional culture disappearing these
days, and it is very valuable to conserve the folksongs through the study of
how they combined regional life and culture.

The purpose of this study is to consider the Jeju women’s life and
consciousness through labor folksongs. After the characteristics of Jeju
folksongs had been set by their theoric circumstances, the folksongs for people
were setting the social effectiveness. I reviewed how the Jeju women’'s spirit
was exposed in these representative songs, "Songs of a stonemill” and "Songs
of Jeju women diver”.

From an educational point of view, I reviewed many kinds of applications for
the educational program to improve the minds of students related to this
independence and community consciousness.

In the past, as Jeju women’s life reflected overcoming any kind of difficult
environment including natural and economical problems, folksongs were the only
way to endure their backgrounds, and is the source of prosperity in Jeju island

today. Nowadays, folksongs are disappearing more and more, and the restoration



and succession of folksongs is one way to memorize the spirit of Jeju women.
The spirit of Jeju women is to endure their own difficult environment by

moderation, not failing, frugality and independence to encourage their own life.

Finally, the spirit of Jeju women is the source of a mother’s mind living

forever.
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