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(Abstract)

The Young Men's Association of Seobuk during the period of confusion after
Liberation from Japan was a key actor in Korean politics and had influence on
the Jeju 4 - 3 in both direct and indirect way. Some of the people who had
experienced the political, economic and social changes under the Russian
occupation and come south over the border organized the Young Men’s
Associations of 5 Provinces of North Korea. And after they were unified into
the Northwest Youth, the Northwest Youth gained ground. The Young Men's
Associations of 5 Provinces of North Korea and the Northwest Youth were
called a '"Trouble-maker’ or 'White Terrorist Group’, came into the picture as a
important actor in the politics in South Korea, and indulged in a terror against
the left-wing in the political dimension of the anti-trusteeship.

Up to this time, the study on the Jeju 4 - 3 have been made analysis on the
key motive for the use of physical force by the insurgent. However, the motive
of violence of the army and the Young Men’'s Association of Seobuk has been
not discussed deeply. Especially, in respect of the Young Men's Association of
Seobuk, only a rough approach has been made and it is hard to find a full-scale
study focussing the motive of the violence.

In the existing studies on the Young Men's Associations of 5 Provinces of
North Korea and the Young Men’s Association of Seobuk, the violence of the
Young Men's Association of Seobuk are seen as the 'hunt for a Red’, 'advance
guard of anti-communist for earning a meal’, ‘merciless terror for revenge’,
‘advance guard for slaughter’, etc. As the violence of the Northwest Youth have
various aspects, it is difficult to explain about its motive in the same light. This
study has the general idea of the key motives of violence of the Northwest
Youth in four(4) kinds of categories through the examination of existing studies.
Namely, the motives of ideological, military, political and earthly level have been
suggested as the key motives of the violence of the Northwest Youth.

Before beginning the analysis on the motive of the violence of the Young

_iv_
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Men’s Association of Seobuk, this study reexamines the main causes for the
formation of people who came south over the border on the basis of existing
studies and various kinds of basic data. This kind of work will be performed
through the analysis on the political, economic and social background of the
members of the Young Men’'s Association of Seobuk. In addition to this, an
analysis will be made on the motive of formation of the Northwest Youth
through the political, economic and social changes under the occupation of the
U.S. Army.

In the meantime, in this study, I examined the relations between the power
and the Young Men's Association of Seobuk with focus on the military
administration by US Army and Lee, Seung—Man regime. In a sudden political
change, the extreme political movement tends to connect with the conservative
political power, and the militia suppressing the uprising gets to have a close
relationship with power, too.

The Young Men's Association of Seobuk developed the political movement
through extreme means with focus on the independence of Korea, and played a
role as militia in the April 3 incident, while gradually expanding its power.

In this study, I pointed out that the violent act of the Young Men's
Association of Seobuk was more influenced by the motive of political and
private level than by the ideological or military motives. The existing studies
that dealt with these times in the past time have maintained a point of view
that the violence of the Young Men's Association of Seobuk had been caused
by the ideological and military level. However, in this study, through the
analysis on the code of conduct of the Young Men's Association of Seobuk and
the object of violence, I contend that the political and earthly motives was more

decisive than the ideological or military motivation.
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