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A Study on Developing Courses
Effective for Geography Education

in Jeju Island

Kim, Eun Mi

Major in Geography, Graduate School of Education

Pusan National University

Abstract

Field trip is one of the most important activities in school and the
importance is increasing in accordance with the introduction of
changed curriculum which focuses on self-directed learning. But the
original purpose and function of school field trip have not been
performed appropriately. Therefore, the objective of this study is to
increase an educational effect of field trip by developing several
courses In Jeju Island. To achieve this, this study analyzed contents
related with Jeju Island in Korean Geography textbooks. Analysis
showed that natural and human environments of Jeju Island were

presented in Chapter II, I. IV, and V. This means Jeju Island is
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considered important in teaching core contents of Korean Geography,
so it 1s reasonable to make a school excursion to Jeju Island as an
extension of course work.

After selecting geographically valuable locations based on the
contents analysis of Korean Geography textbooks, this study presents
new field trip courses according to the theme and the region to make
up for the problems of existing courses. Theme course consists of
three categories: physical geography, human geography, and World
Natural Heritage. Each category ties places together which have
consistent themes for students to do self-directed learning. Physical
geography course is made up of essential natural environment of Jeju
Island such as vegetation, soil, topography of volcano, coastal
land-form, spring water, and so on. Human geography course is
focused on human environment : traditional house design order, New
Renewable Energy, sightseeing city, and distinct features of farming.
World Natural Heritage course is designed to experience the true
value of natural heritages, including Sungsan Ilchulbong, Halla
Mountain natural reserve, and Geomun Oreum Lave Tube.

To make up for the weaknesses of theme courses. this study also
presents three region courses - northern district, western district,
whole district — by classifying places according to the geographically
valuable elements.

A brief thematic teaching material is presented in Appendix I not
only to develop field trip courses but also to help students’ research
activities. This material is intended to highten students’ educational
effect and performance by recording what they see and research for
themselves.

Jeju Island has a highly educational value, so it is appropriate
place for a school excursion. There are, however, some prerequisites
for the meaningful use of new courses presented in this study. As

suggested in other multiple precedent studies, the scale of field trip,
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time, and monolithic management style should be improved. If
small-scale field trip, active participation of teachers and students,
and development of various experience programs precede, field trip to

Jeju Island can bring more improved results in geography education.
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