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Stung Kyun Kwan University

The purpose of this report iz to analvze [t womens lives in the context of
the Jeju Uhrising.

After reviewing the social and political contexts of the Jeju Upriging, 1 uge data
gathered from interviews with femnale Jeju withesses. Thiz report hopes that it iz
used as a means of protectng the human rights of all Korean citizens.

Korean independence heotght a new dignension to conflict associated  writh
eovernance and polideal ideology. There iz disagreement among researchers over
the influence of commiinist and class ideoloey on Jeju. but The all researchers
admit the presence of oommunists at that time.

Jejii  women  benefited from having access to schools and study meetings
arranged at the willage level. Leaders who returned from Japan with some
education and industrial work experience were the primary oreganizers of schools
and study meetings. Their effortz helped the jeju to mobilize thousands of people
for demonstratons on March 1, 1947, and to organize a general strike on jeju.

Jejit’s women lives weare affected by the acHon of right-wing political grotps
Because of women’s political actHon. Before and during the Uprising, many of
these same women supported the actvities of the Self Defense Force in their
village by providing supplies and food and by establishing communication
networks. As members of various woluntary organizations associated  with
village-based, Jeju wornen were actve in women's, youth, and student groups
which facilitated their ability to create cormmunication networlks among willages.
Chiring the tme leading up o and immediately following the  Uprising,
membears of the women's assocaton also published and distibuted political fliers,
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and later provided shelter and food for islanders seeldng refure from the wiolent
acHons of the police, army, and right-wing paramilitary organizations. Az
women, they also suffered from thelr compassion for all wictims of disasters
inflicted by miitary and police forces. These wvivlatons indude death, rape,
toture, and forced marriages. Jeju women were defenseless tarrets for violent acts
inflicted by the police, ammy, and right-wing polidcal srotps.

The Jefu Uprising led to increase in the number of widows inhabiting Jeju
Prowvinee. Ewen thottgh Jefu women had been a part of the local labor force to a
mich greater degree than women in other parts of Korea, they were still living
within the ounfines of & patriarchal social structure that generally failed to
support the lives of single female parents, regawdless of the cause of their
sitiiatbons.

Emphasizing the social contexts of that incident, we establizshed three catesuries
of Jefu women's experiences: the support of the Jeu Uprising insurgents and
refiigocs, winlence at the hands of illegitimate authoritatve hbodies, and a
commitment 0 commiunity development.
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