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Abstract

A Musical Examination of Popular Entertainment, Shamanic Rituals,
and Work Songs of Jeju Island

as in the cases of Odolttogi, Seoujessori, Millejilsori, and 7tabijilsori

Sin-Young Park

Dept. of Korean Music
The Graduate School of
Chung-Ang University

Scholars of both Korean literature and traditional music have demonstrated
interest in folk songs of Jeju Island. Since folk songs are organic combinations of
lyrics and musical structure, the two components must be considered
simultaneously, but musical study has been concentrated on musical analysis alone,
overlooking the relationship between lyrics and music. The scope of the study has

also been narrowly focused on work songs.

This essay, however, will look into songs of other genres as well, examining
the relationship between lyrics and musical elements, particularly verbal, formal,
melodic, tonal, and rhythmic structures. Special attention will be paid to the

melodic and rhythmic structures in their relationship with lyrics.

1) Melody and Lyrics In Odolftogi, important words are emphasized with
higher pitches than surrounding ones. The same practice is found in Ztabjilsori, in
which the frequent phrase “Get up” is stressed in higher tones. There is not a

great deal to be discussed in Seoujessari and Millgjilsari in terms of word-painting.
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2) Rhythm and Lyrics If we divide one beat by the ratio of 21 in the
beginning and the middle of each measure in Odolttogi, we discover that important
words and the stems of words are regularly given the longer note value. In such a
proportion of the beat in fast songs, the syllable that is twice as long takes on
more importance. In Seoujessori, each verse is a unit of meaning and has a number
of melismas whereas the refrain has fewer syllables and syllabic melodies, so that

it may facilitate group singing.

In Millgjilsori, there is no regular pattern of rhythmic assignment in the first
two beats of a measure, but the third and the four beats demonstrate a
“short-long-short-long” pattern in the relationship between rhythm and words. It
may be concluded that the first half of a measure is open to diversity while the
second half is subject to unity. In Ztabjilsori, the first two syllables of words are
clipped and put next to each other, seemingly in attempt to convey words more
effectively since melismas in slow songs may hinder clear communication of words.
The two repetitions of “Get up” in the second measure of the first verse have
different rhythmic assignments, and it is probably because when the phrase is
repeated, it is relatively free from communication and thus can seek diversity, as

the first occurrence had made the meaning clear.

The above examination illustrates how closely intertwined lyrics and musical
structure are. But this essay is limited in its scope to a small portion of folk songs
from Jeju Island, and I believe that more comprehensive and broader study of the
relationship, including the functional aspects, between words and music will be
necessary in the future. I hope this essay will serve as an encouragement for such

academic development.
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