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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Change of the Bonhyangdang Realm
in the East Cheju Province

Song, In Jeong
Magor in Geography Education

Graduate School of Korean National University of Education
Chung-Buk, KOREA

Supervised by Professor, Je-Hun Rye, Ph. D.

The purpose of the study is to verify the change of Bonhyangdang(the village

shrine of customs shamans) power realm in east Cheu province.

The areas of this study are six as follows ; myon(or eup) of Kuja( ),
Chochun ( ), Udo( ) in Buk-Cheu Kun( ), Namwon( ),
Py oseon ( ), Seongsan( ) in Nam-Chegu Kun( ). The time

period of this study is from 1400 when Isaje( The Confucian viallage ceremony
system) is started to present(1997), The method of study is through literature
and field study. It divided systems according to the function and origin in
Bonpuri( : The story of shamans myths) as the object of 51
Bonhyangdang which are destroyed and are existing. After grasping the change
process of the power realm and factors, it analyzed regional structure of

Bonhyangdang in east Cheju province.

As a result of the study, the system of Dangsin( : shrine god) is divided
into six : Songdangsingye( ), Sansingye( ), Waeraesingye( ),
M aeulsingy e( ), llrwaesingye( ), Jabsingye( ).

The change of the system is the following

- 76 -



In Songdangsingye, the power realm was extended to southern coastal belt
and Joongsangan ( : the middle altitude) area, northern Joongsangan
belt, from the original place, Songdang. Thus Pyoseon became the center in
southern with Songdang in the north. In Sansingye, originated in Y echon,
extended to the pasture belt in Joongsangan area, eastern and southern coastal
belt. In the course of change Susan( ), Sumang( ), Anjadong ( ) are
played the role of the center, but it couldn't developed to the north. In
llrwaesingye, it was based on the coastal port, the important place on the official
road. In Maeulsingye and Jabsingye, their power realm were limited in each
rural village.

Factors, which affected the change of Bonhyangdang power realm, are the
Confucian ideology, the tax system of the special products, the environment of
the product activity, a traffic route, the change of governmental area, and so on.

The contact between each Bonhyangdang power realms, was affected by the
moving of the shamans and believers to other places; Songdangsingye and
Sansingye affected all the other Bonhyangdangs. Susan is formed the contageous
center.

Bonhyangje( : community ceremony) is active in rural village that exist
group product activity but it is stagnated in other village. And the Confucian
and Shamanism are mixed.

In the functional aspect, community ceremony are divided as follows ; the
Seongsan and Guja is core region, Songdang and Susan in this region is center
place. The Pyoseon is transitional region, Pyoseon and Tosan in this region is
center place. The Chocheon eup and NamWon eup is periphery region.

T he diffusion type shows aspect of hierarchical and contagious diffusion in the
Songdangsingye and Sansingye, the permeable barriers by the politics and

governmental area.

A thesis Submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Korea National University
of Education in partid fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of Master of Education
in February, 1998.
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