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ABSTRACT

Research on Perceptions about TEE(Teach English
in English) and the BEST English Teacher System:

At Elementary Schools in Jeju Province

Mona Chang
Major in TESOL
The Graduate School of TESOL

Cyber Hankuk University of Foreign Studies

The Korean Ministry of Education implemented the TEE (Teach English in
English) certificate system starting in 2010 in order to promote using English
during English classes. TEE certified teachers in elementary schools have the
chance to work with English native teachers as qualified English subject
teachers. However, the ratio of English subject teachers in Jeju elementary
schools, comparatively, ranks lowest in Korea due to its low population density,
and English native teachers are limited in covering Korean teachers’ tasks. The
“Best English Teacher” system was introduced in Jeju in 2013 in order to
encourage TEE certified teachers to maximize their English abilities in
large-sized elementary schools in Jeju while replacing one of the English native
teachers in the school. The purpose of the study is to understand the

perceptions of elementary English teachers on TEE certificate system and
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satisfaction levels of students and parents in the schools of the Best English
Teachers. Selected 184 teachers, 240 students, 240 parents, as well as 9 Best
English Teachers participated in the surveys and interviews. The results of the
study showed three major points as follows:

First, teachers have shown 3.79 points (in a five point Likert scale) of interest
in utilizing TEE during classes in the elementary schools. The reason why some
teachers do not use English is due to low English comprehension abilities of their
students. 68.11% of English teachers agreed to train more Korean teachers, who
can replace English native teachers, by developing and continuing the TEE
certificate system. 74.85% of all survey participants predicted a high possibility
of expansion of the Best English Schools. Second, the Best English Teachers
were surveyed 4.50 points in self-confidence and 3.54 points in satisfaction
with their working conditions and benefits. But the level of interest,
comprehension, and overall satisfaction of students and parents at the Best
English Schools were, on average, above 4.00 points high. 85.20% of students
answered that the teaching efficiencies of the Best English teachers are higher
than that of the English native teachers. They pointed out that the advantage
of the (Korean) Best English Teachers was that they could understand the
students better and could communicate with them in Korean as well. Lastly,
the Best English Teachers have both self-efficacies and pressures. Being
nationally qualified teachers, they are proud of their abilities and prepared with
a sense of duty. Despite the advantages of the system, the Best English
Teachers have some stresses, such as burdensome name of their positions (the
“Best” English Teachers), being overloaded with teaching hours and other
duties at school, and linguistic stresses as they strive to teach classes 100% in

English. In summary, the Best English Teacher system has shown the

- 108 -



possibility of replacing native English teachers as Korean teachers are realizing
and implementing the TEE system during English classes in Jeju province. I
expect that more studies may follow up to find ways to improve the manpower

system for English teachers in Korea.
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