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A content analysis on environmental reporting

of local newspapers of Jeju

Park, Won—Bae* - Kim, Byeong—Mu™**

The environment is closely associated with our daily life and we
acquire the environmental information mainly through the mass media.
The mass media provide us not only the environmental information but
also function surveillance and criticism. Especially, the local
newspapers provide more regional trends of environmental issues
compared to the mass media.

The purpose of this study was to understand the trends of
environmental issues of Jeju. Therefore, the environmental issues
reported on the three different Jeju local newspapers (Halla, Jeju and
Jemin) have been selected and analyzed using frequency of each
environmental issue. The environmental issues reported from the year
of 2000 until 2009 were categorized into water resource, natural
ecosystem, climate/weather, pollution, development, and others. These
categorized items were measured with frequency and obtained Relative
Deviation Index (RDI) value.

In the results, the overall significant changing pattern of the
environmental issue was shown during the years of 2004 and 2005.

And, only few items including natural ecosystem, climate/weather, and

* Senior Research Fellow, Jeju Development Institute
#% PhD. program. Department of Sociology, graduate school of Jeju National
University
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development were shown consistent changing pattern during the

analysis period. However, water resource, which was most frequently

reported by the local newspapers showed closely to the RDI value of

0 due to the geological characteristics of Jeju Island. The variation of

each item could be related to the various political issues and changes

of environment business plan.

Key Words

environment, local newspaper,

environmental reporting, environmental

surveillance function, content analysis, relative deviation index
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