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Sea, Islands, Harbor and Dialect

Han, Sung-Woo*

This paper aims to describe the severance, jump and convergence of
dialect that appear in Incheon and neighboring islands. Incheon is a
megalopolis which is developed after the opening of a port and Incheon
had made intimate relationship with neighboring islands; Ganghwa,
Gyodong, Deokjeok. The dialect of this region belongs to the Central
dialects and linguistically also share features of the central dialect.
Because this city and islands are well connected by seaway, each
dialectal factors are actively mixed. However, they are blocked by sea,
each region has there own characteristic dialects. This characteristic
dialects are regarded as the unique dialectal features or the result of
severance by sea. Although this region is intercepted, many dialectal
features jump over each region along with seaway between harbors. And
the dialectal features are converged with the original language. Sea is
not only the obstruction of dialectal spread but also the new way of

dialectal defusion.

Key Word : dialect, sea, island, harbor, severance, jump, convergence

* Professor, Department of Korean Language and Literature, Inha University.
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