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Abstract

A Study on the methodology of dramatization
the narrative structure of the myth

- Focusing on the shamanic myth ‘jacheongbi’ and
narrative ‘strange wells’-

Oh, 1l young
Department of Perfoming Art - Film & Animation
The Graduate School

Sejong University

The purpose of this study is to derive a new creative method of drama
from analyzing the narrative structure of mythology. The narrative structure of
mythology is first analyzed in order to study a new creative methodology. The
narrative structure of mythology has been transformed, absorbed, integrated,
and developed over a long time as myths passed through many generations.
Based on the understanding of the narrative structure of mythology, the present
study attempts to suggest a more detailed and easy ‘methodology for
macroscopic drama creation’ by using the essential archetypes of mythical
narratives as motifs and by introducing various methods discussed in theories
of narrative established in modern times.

Chapter 2 covers the features and acceptance pattern of mythology. First of
all, the archetypes of mythology and Carl Jung’s notion of ‘collective
unconscious’ are examined. While mythology is fictional and is only a story,
it possesses the richest and most diverse archetypes in the imaginative world
of humans. Therefore, mythology has universality which can not be overlooked

in relation to human nature. The reason mythology can transcend time and be
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recreated as artwork is because completely different stories can be read from
the same myth depending on what viewpoint is involved. Ancient myths are
favorite topic of artists probably because they function as living organisms in
relation to society. Mythology has also functioned as stories trying to
understand the nature of the cosmic phenomena with the ultimate goal to
ensure community cohesion according to the values inherent in the community.
A myth is a story that explains the origin of the values which are held
important in the group transmitting that myth. Therefore, myth is a motive and
starting point expressed within the group transmitting the myth so as to create
new values. Many psychologists discover the bridgehead for such creation in
the world of unconsciousness. The unconscious part of the mind rises to the
surface in the form of various imaginations and fears or even mind-disturbing
delusions through dreams or mental derangement. According to Carl Jung’s
psychology, the unconscious is viewed as having universality found in all
human beings unlike the unconscious mind of an individual. Viewed as
inherent in the mind without any previous consciousness of it through personal
experience, this part of the mind is referred to as the collective unconscious.
Second, the motifs and mytheme of mythology is examined. The archetypes
of myth can not be understood directly. An archetype can be recognized only
when it is expressed through an archetypical image. This external expression
of archetype is called 'symbol'. Symbols form meanings or implicative
background that dominate the whole work. A symbol, of course, work as a
symbol only when it is used to exert that function in the work. In other
words, the whole work must be structured in a way so that an image or an
object serves as a symbol that produces that meaning. Symbols are also
associated with motifs. A motif refers to same or similar word, phrase, or
content that appears repeatedly. A motif serves as an important unit which
constructs the theme of the work and provides unity to the work. A myth is
composed of several motifs, unique and impressive aspects, which are called
mythologem. These mythologem are commonly found in many myths.

Third, acceptance pattern of mythology is examined. Attempts to obtain
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motifs for creation from the master narrative of mythology were commonly
made by writers in the East and the West. For western writers, in particular,
ancient Greek mythology was the origin of western culture and the archetype
to confirm their identity. Accordingly, it is only natural to return to the world
of mythology to verify modernity which is at the center of inversion of truth
and rapid changes writers are faced with. Originally transmitted orally,
mythology is reconstructed by contemporary writers and created into literary
works. Ancient myths were recreated into new literary works in connection
with the writers’ ethics and values and the conditions of that time. Modern
writers have also been constantly reconstructing myths based on myths as
archetypes and their reinterpretations into Greek tragedies. The present study
examines the trends of embracing ancient myths in theater and inquires into
cases of Korean theater before and after the 1970s, a time regarded as the
beginning period of accepting myths. The reason for this time division is
because many attempts to stage myths were made since the 1970s in the
context of ‘modernization of tradition’ after pansori-based novels during the
Japanese colonial period appeared on stage.

In Chapter 3, a‘methodology for macroscopic dramatization’ is studied using
the narrative structure of mythology. Since myths went through the process of
wear and tear over a long time, the outline of old stories are bound to be
ambiguous. It is common for ancient traces to be excluded or ignored. Myths
brought into a region are embellished according to the landscape, customs and
beliefs of that region, and in that process, the framework of the stories might
bend out of shape. Moreover, as these stories are reenacted infinitely,
misrepresentations and transpositions, whether intentional or accidental, become
inevitable. For these and other reasons, certain elements of a story are
rendered meaningless or are sometimes added with rather technically incidental
interpretations. The value of story in mythical narrative can be found by
probing into the motifs of narrative structure and the characters’ specific
patterns of dramatic actions. Before studying these patterns, the general

structure of dramas and plots in Aristotle’s Poetics, the classics of humanities,
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were examined. Then, based on the morphology of folktale by Vladimir Propp,
who analyzed the narrative structure of folklores, the present study adopted
Joseph Campbell’s structure of the monomyth, Chris Vogler’s 12 stages of
mythical structure, Northrop Frye’s theory of literary criticism, and Ronald B.
Tobias’ theory of 20 master plots and the composition of drama. For
convenience sake, this is referred to as a ‘methodology of dramatization.’

In chapter 4, Hong Wongi’s Great King Aebi embracing the shaman myth
of Baridaegi, Ko Sunduk’s (Gamoonjang Agi) based on the shaman myth of
Samgongbonpuri, and Choi In-hun’s Once Upon a Long time Ago (Yetnal
Yetjeokae Hwoi Hwoi) adopting The Tale of Agijangsu from the Pyongan
province were analyzed to examine how the narrative of mythology according
to the ‘methodology for macroscopic dramatization’ was applied in these
works. Great King Aebi, a masterpiece featuring Aebi as the tragic hero,
incorporates the well-known story of Princess Bari into the situation of the
time. Gamoonjang is a powerful work that dramatizes a shaman myth from
the Jeju island into the traditional Korean performance form of Madanggeuk.
The piece contributed to introducing a Korean myth to many countries around
the world. The highly acclaimed Once Upon a Long time Ago is significant in
that it is an attempt for poetic dramatization of myth based on a thorough
perspective of auteurism.

Chapter 5 examines the characteristics of shaman myths and tales. Myths are
stories of gods. In the western world, a theatrical foundation was established
for these stories about gods through festivals based on Greek mythology. In
Korea, these stories developed into two tracks; founding myths and shaman
myths. The founding myths were transmitted through literatures, while the
shaman myths were preformed and reenacted in rituals such as gut (exorcism)
and narrative songs. Saegyeongbonpuri is a shaman myth and narrative song
that is performed as part of a the ritual section for agricultural gods in the
performance of llabanshinbonpori of the large gut in Jeju island. Folk tales
usually fall into three categories: myths, legends and folk tales. These three

categories are distinctive in their protagonist’s personality and behaviors, time
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and space, attitude of the storyteller, scope of transmission, and evidences.
Myths are stories about the creative actions of the protagonists who are divine
beings, while legends tell stories about unexpected actual events that happened
to humans faced with somewhat special situation. Folk takes, on the other
hand, are fictional stories about ordinary people overcoming fate. On the
premise of these characteristics and applying the methodology of macroscopic
dramatization, two original plays were written: the shaman myth,
Saegyeongbonpuri, was dramatized into Jacheongbi’s Song and Okdongsaem, a
myth from the Chungcheongnam-do province, was dramatized into The Strange
Well. As for the process of dramatization, the thematic consciousness in light
of the situation of the time was first described, followed by consideration of
characters, plot and compositional form. Subsequently, a narrative structure was
built according the methodology for macroscopic dramatization suggested in the
presents study. The process of developing the actual play scripts after detailed
treatment of the narrative structure is explained in this chapter.

The modern age is moving as one under the name of globalization as Korea
strives to impress the world with its unique culture backed by the Korean
Wave. This is why the independent tradition of Korea is being emphasized
more than ever. Given the spirit of the age, it is an urgent task to discover
plays featuring the unique myths and myth-based stories of Korea that can
contribute to world theater. How are to build Korean theater? What kind of
legacy should we leave to future generations in terms of theater? How can we
use myths and folk tales to create universal plays that concurrently highlight
our uniqueness and be accepted across the world? These are the questions that
should be pondered presently. The world of Korean myths and folk tales is an
endless ground for new creations. Finding and creating new paths on this
endless ground is a way to reciprocate for the past history and also fulfill the

duty for the next generation.

Keywords : myth, legend, narrative structure, dramatization, The Strange
Well, Saegyeongbonpuri

- 223 -



- 224 -



	Ⅰ. 서 론  
	1. 문제 제기  
	2. 연구사 검토  
	3. 연구 목적 및 방법  

	Ⅱ. 신화의 특징과 수용 양상  
	1. 신화의 원형과 집단 무의식  
	2. 신화의 상징과 모티프, 신화소  
	3. 신화의 수용 양상  

	Ⅲ. 신화의 서사구조와 양식이론  
	1. 아리스토텔레스의 플롯이론  
	2. 프로프의 민담형태 서사구조  
	3. 켐벨의 원질신화 서사구조  
	4. 보글러의 12단계 서사구조  
	5. 프라이의 양식이론  

	Ⅳ. 거시적 희곡화 방법론  
	1. 거시적 희곡화 방법론의 개요  
	2. 스무 가지 플롯 분석  
	3. 다섯 가지 구성 형식  
	4. 거시적 희곡화 방법론  

	Ⅴ. ‘거시적 희곡화 방법론’에 의한 희곡 분석   
	1. 바리데기 신화를 수용한 홍원기의 <에비대왕>  
	1.1 바리데기 신화  
	1.2 <에비대왕>의 분석  

	2. 가믄장아기 신화를 수용한 고순덕의 <가믄장아기>  
	2.1 가믄장아기 신화  
	2.2. <가믄장아기>의 분석  

	3. 아기장수 설화를 수용한 최인훈의 <옛날 옛적에 훠어이 훠이>  
	3.1 아기장수 설화  
	3.2 <옛날 옛적에 훠어이 훠이>의 분석  


	Ⅵ. ‘거시적 희곡화 방법론’에 의한 희곡화     
	1. 음악극 <자청비의 노래> 희곡화  
	1.1 무속신화 세경본풀이  
	1.1.1 무속신화와 신화의 연관성  
	1.1.2 무속신화의 특성  
	1.1.3 제주신화 세경본풀이  

	1.2 희곡화 과정  
	1.2.1 주제의식  
	1.2.2 인물  
	1.2.3 플롯과 구성형식  
	1.2.4 서사구조  
	1.2.5 트리트먼트  


	2. 가족극 <이상한 우물> 희곡화  
	2.1. 설화 ‘이상한 우물   
	2.1.1 설화의 특성  
	2.1.2 충청남도 서산 설화 ‘이상한 우물’   

	2.2 희곡화 과정  
	2.2.1 주제의식  
	2.2.2 인물  
	2.2.3 플롯과 구성형식  
	2.2.4 서사구조  
	2.2.5 트리트먼트  



	Ⅶ. 공연화를 통한 객관적 평가  
	1. 음악극 <자청비의 노래>에 대한 객관적 평가  
	2. 가족극 <이상한 우물>에 대한 객관적 평가  

	Ⅷ. 논의 및 결론  
	참고문헌  
	부록1. 음악극 ‘자청비의 노래’ 실제 대본 
	부록2. 가족극 ‘이상한 우물’ 실제 대본  
	Abstract  


<startpage>13
Ⅰ. 서 론   1
 1. 문제 제기   1
 2. 연구사 검토   3
 3. 연구 목적 및 방법   8
Ⅱ. 신화의 특징과 수용 양상   11
 1. 신화의 원형과 집단 무의식   11
 2. 신화의 상징과 모티프, 신화소   16
 3. 신화의 수용 양상   19
Ⅲ. 신화의 서사구조와 양식이론   33
 1. 아리스토텔레스의 플롯이론   33
 2. 프로프의 민담형태 서사구조   37
 3. 켐벨의 원질신화 서사구조   40
 4. 보글러의 12단계 서사구조   42
 5. 프라이의 양식이론   48
Ⅳ. 거시적 희곡화 방법론   52
 1. 거시적 희곡화 방법론의 개요   52
 2. 스무 가지 플롯 분석   55
 3. 다섯 가지 구성 형식   63
 4. 거시적 희곡화 방법론   65
Ⅴ. ‘거시적 희곡화 방법론’에 의한 희곡 분석    69
 1. 바리데기 신화를 수용한 홍원기의 <에비대왕>   69
  1.1 바리데기 신화   69
  1.2 <에비대왕>의 분석   74
 2. 가믄장아기 신화를 수용한 고순덕의 <가믄장아기>   80
  2.1 가믄장아기 신화   80
  2.2. <가믄장아기>의 분석   86
 3. 아기장수 설화를 수용한 최인훈의 <옛날 옛적에 훠어이 훠이>   93
  3.1 아기장수 설화   93
  3.2 <옛날 옛적에 훠어이 훠이>의 분석   96
Ⅵ. ‘거시적 희곡화 방법론’에 의한 희곡화      103
 1. 음악극 <자청비의 노래> 희곡화   103
  1.1 무속신화 세경본풀이   103
   1.1.1 무속신화와 신화의 연관성   103
   1.1.2 무속신화의 특성   105
   1.1.3 제주신화 세경본풀이   109
  1.2 희곡화 과정   118
   1.2.1 주제의식   118
   1.2.2 인물   120
   1.2.3 플롯과 구성형식   122
   1.2.4 서사구조   123
   1.2.5 트리트먼트   128
 2. 가족극 <이상한 우물> 희곡화   136
  2.1. 설화 ‘이상한 우물    136
   2.1.1 설화의 특성   136
   2.1.2 충청남도 서산 설화 ‘이상한 우물’    139
  2.2 희곡화 과정   141
   2.2.1 주제의식   141
   2.2.2 인물   143
   2.2.3 플롯과 구성형식   145
   2.2.4 서사구조   145
   2.2.5 트리트먼트   147
Ⅶ. 공연화를 통한 객관적 평가   149
 1. 음악극 <자청비의 노래>에 대한 객관적 평가   149
 2. 가족극 <이상한 우물>에 대한 객관적 평가   152
Ⅷ. 논의 및 결론   155
참고문헌   157
부록1. 음악극 ‘자청비의 노래’ 실제 대본  165
부록2. 가족극 ‘이상한 우물’ 실제 대본   194
Abstract   219
</body>

