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ABSTRACT

A Study on Pattern of Forgoing and Background
of <Baebijangjeon>

Hong, Jin Joo
Department of Korean Language Education
The Graduate School of Education

Sookmyung Women ' s University

<Baebijangjeon> is a literary work of which possibility to convert to
a novel version from oral literature tale collections has been a frequent
topic so far. A narrative form about a man who forgoes his integrity
in the late Joseon dynasty was widely used not only in orally handed
down tales, but also in pansori and novels. In general, this type of
narrative tells us a story about a noble man who fights not to be
attracted by the charms of a woman, but an official dancing girl
works with other people around him and finally causes him to forgo
his integrity, making him shameful.

As one of the major works about a man who forgoes his integrity,
<Baebijangjeon> has been studies mainly in terms of satire, plot, and
character. Therefore, this study aims to examine <Baebijangjeon>
focusing on how main characters are forgoing their integrity, going
beyond limits of previous studies. The study also investigated how
this work was formed.

In the late Joseon dynasty, the former two-class social system was
subcategorized into the nobility, middle class, merchants, and low

class. The nobility was further divided into subclasses due to the
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conflicts of the ruling system, resulting in a bipolar system of the
upper class consisting of the class having power and collapsed
noblemen. Some of the nobility suffered the total collapse of their
social status. In addition, the middle class as intellectuals emerged,
with a similar social status with the ruling class Sadaebu. As the
middle class working at a lower level of the government or working
as a professional began to emerge, nobles felt a sense of crisis about
their status and abused their power against the middle class,
compensating their economic deficiency, sense of social loss and
justifying their dogmatic decision. As we see in Bijang, a junior clerk
of the government, the middle class in this work appears to be a
corrupt official enough for us to think that they are far from the
image of an intellectual.

<Baebijangjeon> shows us how officials from the upper and middle
class were corrupt and how the nobility sought to defend their social
status and hide their wrongdoings. In contrast, people from the lower
class in this work attempt to disclose the social system among others.
That is, the former is represented by Jeju governor, Jeongbijang, and
Baebijang, while the latter by Bangja and official dancing girl Aerang.
With the change in the social class system, Aerang challenges and
resists the nobility, seeking for change in the awareness about official
dancing girls, which was impossible under the old system. Finally, she
discloses real aspects of Jeongbijang, and Baebijang, which means that
social status of the lower class has increased. In short, common people
claim their rights.

In addition, we concluded that adoption of tales about a man who
forgoes his integrity is in part the background which helped
<Baebijangjeon> come into existence. <(Gilongjangbaek>,
<Balchiseolwha>, and <Migueseolwhat> are main motives of
<Baebijangjeon>. This study shows that the plot where a noble man
struggles not to be captivated by the charms of a woman, but forgoes

his integrity in the end has an effect on tales and novels about a man
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who forgoes his integrity because of a woman.

We discussed in full swing how characters in <Baebijangjeon> forgo
their integrity, largely dividing into personal factors and social factors.
Personal factors can be further divided into hiding their thoughts and
revealing hypocrisy. Posing as a male virgin, Baebijang goes away
from the right path at a banquet held by Jeju governor. We
investigated how Aerang and Bangja reveal hypocrisy of Baebijang
representing the bureaucrats. Also in social factors, we looked into an
attempt to maintain the current system and break the order and
examined how main characters such as Jeju governor, Jeongbijang,
and Baebijang forgo their integrity.

As mentioned above, the study examined how <Baebijangjeon> was
created and how characters are forgoing their integrity. Characters
showed how people in the late Joseon dynasty see the ruling class,
and in the sense that <Baebijangjeon> criticizes corrupt bureaucrats at
that time and describes the entire culture of the bureaucrats of the
time, it is very important in the literature history. The work is
noteworthy in the sense that it covers the society of the time and

created a literary work of an era which needs a change.
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