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ABSTRACT

A Study on Literary Creation Method of

Novel
by Hyun, Ki Young

O Chang Lok

Department of Creative Writing
The Graduate School of
Chung-Ang University

As known from the fact that Hyun Ki-young is called a writer of ‘April 3’
or ‘Jeju,” his representative works directly or indirectly deal with ‘April 3 Resi
stance’ in Jeju—do or use historical events of Jeju-do as subject matters. His
literary world has a clear literary topic and evolutionary process, and at the c
enter, there i1s a clear and consistent sense of vocation. It is not an individual
and speculative sense of vocation as a novelist, but a job of restoring Jeju-d
o's memory buried behind the history, through which he thoroughly depicts n
umerous problems of the community rooted down now here. This is a paradi
gm that penetrates through his life of literature, which is a critical mind that
aims at the healthiness and future-orientation of the community to which the
author himself and the readers who read his novels, and ultimately it is his n
ovelistic strategy, “Resonating the center by beating the rim.”

In the scene of the recent literary circles that mainly consist of individuals’
inner voices and subjective images, the meaning of senior author, Hyun Ki-y
oung 1s classic. He looks like sternly roaring at the current literary climate th
at simply regards a novel as a story that exists or is likely to exist in reality

(or the past or the future) sternly. Furthermore, this attitude is also a kind of
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posing a problem for neglecting traditional authorship revealing contradictions
and the affected parts of the world surrounding him to express a sharp critic
al mind and imagining another possibility or alternative. The spirit of writing
and pride, who would concentrate on the deep and profound stratum from beg
inning to end are virtues that anyone who deals with the literature should ser
1ously meditate.

This study would investigate and reveal the literary topic concerning how
Hyun Ki-young’s primal experience and consciousness system were embodied
as novels and in what view of literature they were realized. The core is to e
xplore what opportunity the author’s consciousness was manifested by, how h
e built and modified his literary world, and what literary techniques he emplo
ved in the process.

“Revealing hidden and concealed things” is the main technique of the novel
s written by Hyun Ki-young, and it begins with the author’s historical consci
ousness and sense of vocation. He expresses exploring the hidden truth of mo
dern and contemporary history of Korea as a novelist as an ‘excavation.” Liter
ally, excavation means exposing and bringing up a part that has not been fou
nd yvet. An external factor of the ruling ideology and its hidden side are the
points that the generation inexperienced must dig into before they deal with a
master narrative.

An ideology that rules the surrounding reality does not respond only to the
master narrative related to historical events. The targets are all oppression m
echanisms that are pointed out as ills and contradictions of modern society su
ch as discrimination, irrationality, violence, labor and hierarchy, etc. In many c
ases, even propositions that are circulated like common sense and a custom 1
n a society are a mass of incongruities if they were dug into. Such conventio
nal propositions rule individual lives practically, and sometimes, they become
criteria for patterns of social behavior. Therefore, finding the ruling ideology
hardened as a contradiction may be a clue to overcome the conflicting structu
re between master narrative and microscopic narrative. An individual who is

standing in front of the suppression mechanism finally comes to have a disce
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rning eye to stare at a master narrative face to face.

As a liberalist with a consciousness to liberate the inner side repressed, as
a practical intellectual who shares hardship and resistance with the people, as
an upright realist armed with determined spirit and pride as a writer, Hyun
Ki-young devoted himself to a life of literature. The virtue of his novels is t
hat they do not stop reflecting and criticizing modern society that flows indis
criminately and uncritically while forming a lucid literary world with a consis
tent and convinced author’s consciousness and critical mind about the times.
His literary these firmly based on reality without mindless double-dealing, wh
ich insists that literature should contribute to social reality and should indepe
ndently reflect the lives of the nation and the people, has faithfully performed
the theories of engagement literature and national literature. Thus, embracing
his consciousness system and literary world would be judged to be a lucid sp
irit of the times, which suggests visions of the past, present and the future o
f our community. In addition, people who would perform true literature would
realize that a critical mind that is sensitive to the reality surrounding themsel
ves, puts up a keen feeler and introspects the world constantly is the proper

function of literature through his spirit of writing.

Key Words : Hyun Ki-young, Novel, Writing technique, Jeju-do,
April 3, History of resistance, Author’s consciousness, Historical
consciousness, Critical mind, Master narrative, Generation

inexperienced
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