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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Genocide Narrative in Novel of Kim

Won—il - Hyun Ki—young

Kim Yo—Sub
Department of Korean
Language and Literature

Sungkyunkwan University

In this paper, the novels written by Kim Wonil and Hyun Giyeong were
a progression of literary comeback in reaction to the historical shock of
civilian genocide perpetrated by anti—communist states before and after
the Korean War. The massacre was not an outdated form of violence but
rather a social engineering act to build a modern nation—state and its
people at the crossroads of the end of postcolonial period and entering the
Cold War. The mechanisms practiced by anti—communist states to produce
(anti—communist) citizens upheld even after the Korean War. Those who
lost one or more family members to the anti—communist states or fixed as
family members of a communist were under constant threats posed by
anti—communist states that wanted to draw a line between citizens and
non—citizens. To restore the social status of their family members and

themselves, they attempted recognition struggles through over—adaptation
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or resistant social independence. In the course of the novels by Kim Wonil
and Hyun Giyeong being written and remade, such aspects of recognition
struggles emerged.

In his novels, Hyun Giyeong endeavored to bring back the historical
memories of the Jeju 4 -3 Incident, which was made taboo by the
anti—communist states, through the structure of Jeju community. He was
able to break away from the logic of anti—communist states that
established the 4 -3 Incident as a left wing rebellion through an internal
union and the tradition of resistance movement by Jeju community. He
used the concept of people that rose up during the democratization
movements in 1980s to define the historical meaning of the 4 - 3 Incident.
To achieve this, he linked the historical bonds between the tradition of
resistance and nationalism of Jeju through historical novels of the end of
Jeseon and the colonial period. To fight the anti—communist states, Hyun
Giyeong defined the Jeju 4 - 3 Incident through the concept of people in
democratization movements, the most powerful resistant discourse at the
time. Through it, the 4 - 3 Incident was able to stand above the historical
lineage of civilian resistance against anti—communist states and socially
reinstate the people of Jeju who were denounced as ‘communists’

Kim Wonil was agonized concerning the representation of his left wing
father after defecting to North Korea. His earlier works represented left
wing figures as anti—communist. In the course, the history of his town was
restructured and tailored to be publicized as anti—communist, and he felt
burdened. He struggled to demonstrate the logic of adaptation to be

recognized as a citizen of an anti—communist state, but before long, he
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understood his limitations. Kim exploited every time when the boundaries
of representation established by anti—communist states expanded in
various social changes. He remade his novels even several times to
gradually restore the distorted figure of his father and the history of his
hometown. By charging that the Korean War was a violence born of the
process of two nations building a country and its people and revealing the
anguish of the intellectuals trying build a new country, he reestablished his
father as a dedicated scholar and a revolutionary.

The novels by Kim Wonil and Hyun Giyeong were literary works
efforting to surmount the boundary of citizen and non—citizen instituted by
anti—communist states. The meaning of their collective efforts 1s not
restricted to a mere exertion to outrun the trauma of genocide that took
place before and after the Korean War, because the genocide they came
subject to was a structural violence inflicted by anti—communist states
formed after South Korean liberation. Their works illustrated how literature
fought against the social engineering built by anti—communist states that

divided citizens and non-—citizens and illustrate

Key Words : Genocide , Anti—communism , recognition struggle |,

nation—state , People
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