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Abstract

MA.(MS.) Thesis

The mythical characteristics of the Seolmundae

Halmang

Kim Hyeon Su

Department of Korean Language & Literature
Graduate School

Kyonggi University

“Seolmundae Halmang” is a very familiar story to the residents of Jeju
Island and is still widely passed down to them. The story of “Seolmundae
Halmang” has much data left related to the geographic features of Jeju-do,
which help infer the original status of the story of “Seolmundae Halmang’.
The group that had been enjoying the story of “Seolmundae Halmang” deeply
pondered over the principle of how the world revolves, and the results of
such contemplation appeared in the story of “Seolmundae Halmang’. However,
it is difficult to recall the reasons why “Seolmundae Halmang”, which has a
high divinity status and is even passed down widely, does not appear in the
shaman myth of Jeju Island and thus why it has happened needs to be
identified. This study seeks to shed a new light on the mythological
characteristics of “Seolmundae Halmang” according to such curiosity.

To clarify the characteristics of the story of “Seolmundae Halmang”, this
study examined the data on the story of “Seolmundae Halmang” and drew the
key mythical elements. By organizing the data on the story of “Seolmundae

Halmang” and its common mythical elements and by examining what
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meanings such mythical elements carried, this study established a foundation
to newly explore the mythical characteristics of the story of “Seolmundae
Halmang”.

This study briefly compared “Seolmundae Halmang” with
“Cheonjiwangbonpuri”, another shaman myth in Jeju Island, to examine the
story of “Seolmundae Halmang” from the perspective of humanity, and
confirmed “Seolmundae Halmang” and “Cheonjiwangbonpuri” had different
characteristics of god. The most notable difference between the stories of
“Seolmundae Halmang” and “Cheonjiwangbonpuri” is the existence of priests.
While priests are the bridge connecting the world separated by sacredness
and mundane in “Cheonjiwangbonpuri”, they are not needed in “Seolmundae
Halmang”, which is an important feature. Through this, the study could
examine the time differences between the storeis of “Seolmundae Halmang”
and “Cheonjiwangbonpuri” and infer that both myths belonged to different
branches.

This study clearly revealed the characteristics of the story of “Seolmundae
Halmang” through the comparison and analysis with the myths considered to
have been enjoyed during the similar period in the world. It means that a
great goddess and a giant god aspect have gradually become similar to
humans along with the stages of the cultural development of humanity, while
losing the primitive power it originally had. This study examined that such
change i1s a universal phenomenon worldwide, drew the key characteristics of
the giant myth and goddess myth in this era, and revealed that the divinity
of this era and the divinity of the future generation change through the myth
analysis. In addition, this study showed that such mythology took up part in
the cultural history of humanity, and developed a discussion postulating that
this era enjoyed the megalithic culture. In the story of “Seolmundae

Halmang”, such the megalithic culture creates Hallasan Mountain and oreum
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(volcanic cone), because people probably thought about the divinity of
“Seolmundae Halmang” and began to revere it it while looking at such
geographic features.

This study learned that the story of “Seolmundae Halmang” is a different
myth from shaman myth, since it is a regular myth enjoyed by the general
public while the shaman myth is narrated by priests. This study focused on
the fact that such phenomenon is related with the cultural historical changes

of humanity.
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