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Abstract

This study focuses on the Korean refugee policy that now attracts a public attention due to the case of
Yemeni refugees on the Island of Jeju, Korea. In 2018, about 500 Yemeni refugees came to Jeju island
with a visa—exempt status, which has generated various issues related to refugees causing great concern
and conflict in Korean society. The refugee problem is not confined to Korea but a global problem, and
many countries are exploring various ways to resolve the problem. The purpose of this study is to investigate
the current situation and limitations of refugee policies in South Korea by examining the case of Yemeni
refugees on Jeju and then to suggest alternatives for their resolution.
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Table 1. Changes in regulations on refugee policy after the
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enactment of refugee act

key provisions of Immigration Act

contents prior to Refugee Act legislation

key provisions of the present Refugee Act

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS
Atticle2(Definitions) Definition of Refugee in
No.3

Concept Definition of
Refugee

CHAPTER 1 GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1 (Purpose) prescribe matters of refugees in accordance with the Refugee
Convention and the Refugee Protocol

Article 2 (Definitions)

nos.1-6 : each definitions of Refugee, Recognized refugee, Humanitarian sojourner,
Refugee applicant, Refugee desiring re-settlement, Foreigner

Atrticle3 (Prohibition of Compulsory Repatriation)

CHAPTER 3 ENTRY AND LANDING OF
ALIENS

SECTION2 Landing of Aliens

Article 16-2 (Temporary Landing Permission for
Refugees)

CHAPTER 6 DEPORTATION, ETC.

SECTION 5 Execution of Written Orders of
Deportation

Article 62 (Execution of Written Orders of
Deportation)

Atrticle 64 (Country of Repatriation)

Procedure of
Recognition of
Refugee

CHAPTER VIII-2 Recognition of Refugees, ETC.
Atrticle 76-2 (Recognition of Refugees)
Atrticle76-3 (Cancellation of Recognition of
Refugees)

Article 76-4 (Raising Objections)

Atticle 76-5 (Refugee Travel Documents)
Atticle 76-6 (Return of Refugee Recognition
Certificates, etc.)

Article  76-7 (Special Cases concerning
Permission on Sojourn of Refugees)

CHAPTER II APPLICATION, SCREENING, ETC. FOR REFUGEE STATUS
Article 5 (Application for Refugee Status)

Atrticle 6 (Application Filed at Ports of Entry and Departure)

Article 7 (Posting of Matters Necessary for Application for Refugee Status)
Atrticle 8 (Refugee Status Screening)

Atrticle 9 (Collection of Materials Favorable to Refugee Applicants)
Article 10 (Fact-Finding Investigation)

Article 12 (Right to Receive Assistance from Attorneys-at-Law)

Atrticle 13 (Accompanied by Trusted Persons)

Article 14 (Interpretation)

Article 15 (Confirmation of Refugee Interview Protocols)

Atrticle 17 (Prohibition of Disclosure of Personal Information, etc.)

Article 18 (Recognition, etc. of Refugee Status)

Article 19 (Restriction on Recognition of Refugee Status)

Article 20 (Detention for Identification)

Article 21 (Objections)

Article 22 (Cancellation, etc. of Decision to Recognize Refugee Status)
Atrticle 23 (Non-Disclosure of Deliberation)

Article 24 (Accommodation of Refugees Desiring Resettlement)

CHAPTER III REFUGEE COMMITTEE, ETC.
Atrticle 25 (Establishment and Organization of Refugee Committee)
Article 27 (Refugee Investigators)
Article 28 (Operation of Refugee Committee)
Atrticle 29 (Exchanges and Cooperation with UN Refugee Agency)

CHAPTER VIII-2 Recognition of Refugees
Atrticle 76-8 (Treatment of Refugees, etc.)
Atrticle 76-9 (Support for Refugees, etc.)

Treatment and
Welfare of
Refugees

CHAPTER IV TREATMENT OF RECOGNIZED REFUGEES, ETC.
SECTION 1 Treatment of Recognized Refugees

Article 30 (Treatment of Recognized Refugees)
Atrticle 31 (Social Security)

Atrticle 32 (Basic Living Security)

Article 33 (Assurance of Education)

Article 34 (Social Adaptation Education, etc.)
Article 35 (Recognition of School Career)

Article 36 (Recognition of Qualifications)

Article 37 (Permission for Entry of Spouses, etc.)

SECTION2 Treatment of Humanitarian Sojourners
Article39 (Treatment of Humanitarian Sojourners)

SECTION 3 Treatment of Refugee Applicants

Atrticle 40 (Subsidization of Living Costs, etc.)

Article 41 (Provision of Residential Facilities)

Article 42 (Provision of Medical Services)

Atrticle 43 (Assurance of Education)

Atrticle 44 (Restriction on Treatment of Specific Refugee Applicants)

% Source: http://www.law.go.kr
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Table 2. International convention on the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination

“The Committee is concerned about the current climate of hate and mistrust towards migrants and refugees in the State party. It is also concerned
about the rise of hate speech, incitement to racial hatred and the propagation of ideas of racial superiority and about racist stereotypes expressed
in the media, including on the Internet and social media, which appear to have been particularly exacerbated by the arrival of around 500 Yemeni
refugees on Jeju Island in May 2018. The Committee is further concerned about the use of derogatory terms such as “illegal immigrants” used
in official documents to refer to migrants residing in the State party without a valid permit, noting that such terms exacerbate negative perceptions

of and discrimination towards these migrants (arts. 2, 4 and 7).”

% Source: CERD/C/KOR/CO/17-19, 10 January 2019
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