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The Role and Status of Three Goddesses in the
Birth Myth of Tamla

Chai, Mi-Ha

This thesis is studying about the role and status of 3 goddesses in the
birth myth of Tamla comparing with the ancient birth myth. The story of
the birth myth of Tamla is that 3 gods from earth married 3 goddesses who
came across the sea and the society changed. In the ancient birth myth in
Korea, the progenitor changed the society but in the myth of Tamla, not 3
gods but 3 goddesses did that role.

So the reason 3 goddesses came to Tamla was related to the establishing
nation. 3 goddesses’ crossing the sea could be compared with Huh
Hwangok of Karakguk and Talhae of Silla. Though their births were not
out of eggs, they came across the sea contained in going through changes
different from descent and after their arrival at Tamla, the society getting
food by hunting and gathering changed to the one of agriculture and
livestock farming. In the birth myth in ancient Korea, Yuwha and Alyoung
were related with the river and the well. Each the sea, the river, and the
well is the space containing water of which inherency is changing ceaselessly
and that represents the change of the society. 3 gods and 3 goddesses in
Tamla must have been worshipped after their death and this could be
compared with that the progenitor and progenitor consort(mother) in the

ancient birth myth in Korea were the subjects of the national rites.

* Research Professor in Korea univ.
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The worshipping 3 goddesses was a Shamanistic rite but later changed to
a confucian ceremony. The fact 3 goddesses brought 5 grains and seeds
shows they have the character of mother goddess of grains and they were
worshipped as the mother goddess or saint mother like Yuhwa and

Seondosan mother goddess in Korean ancient birth myth.

Key words : Tamla, birth myth, 3 gods, 3 goddesses, saint mother
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