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The Restoration of the Prototype of Jeju's
Tug-of-war (Jorihui) History and Culture and the
Development of Festival Contents

Jeon, Young—Joonx*

The oldest record of Korea's tug-of-war is found in the article of "Jejumok
in "Shinjeung Dongguk Yeoji Seungnam (Augmented Survey of the Geography
of Korea)s. The fact that the related records are also found in "Namsarok,
"Namsailrok; and "Tamnaji; after the first one indicates that the tug-of-war
continued as a community sport through the Goryeo and Joseon Dynasties.
Considering that Jeju Island is an island, Jeju's tug-of-war is very likely to
have been enjoyed as a type of festival or thanksgiving event held in a certain
time and form with the purpose of 'gathering and enjoying together.' Thus,
the historical and cultural meaning of Jeju's tug-of-war is different from that
of mainland Korea's tug-of-war, which has been handed down in various
regions as a ritual to pray for abundant harvest or abundant fish catch.

The historical tradition of Jeju culture embraced northern culture and
southern culture together, and formed a unique culture that compromised both
of them. In particular, Jeju Island has functioned as the center of East Asia
Mediterranean that connects Korea, Japan (Okinawa), Taiwan and China. This
maritime cultural characteristic of Jeju Island is more conspicuous in that Jeju
Island has served as a bridge for cultural exchanges that connects the continents
and the oceans of East Asia since ancient times. The tug-of-war has been also

carried out in Cambodia, Philippines and Vietnam near East Asia, and this is

* History Dept., JEJU National University
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understood as a result of the exchange or propagation of culture across the
ocean. This shows another distinctive feature, which is different from that of
the tug-of-war culture in the mainland Korea. Moreover, Jeju culture has been
separated and isolated from that of mainland Korea during the process of
medievalization and modernization, and the culture of mainland Korea
introduced into Jeju Island still remains intact in Jeju culture. In this sense,
Jeju culture can be regarded as the prototype of Korean culture and the
culture-hub of East Asia.

Therefore, as for Jeju's historical and cultural resources, preserved and
inherited myths need to be presented in utilized in everyday life, and resources
that are clearly seen in history need to be reconstructed based on the records.
These are likely to be reorganized into cultural values that Jeju people and
cultural immigrants can share, and this will be made possible through cultural

openness, which has been a main characteristic of Jeju culture for a long time.

Key Words: Tug—of-war, Jorihui, Community sport, Jeju culture, Culture—hub,
The prototype of history and culture, Cultural value, Cultural
openness



