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ABSTRACT

Memorial rituals and recognition struggles by
collateral blood relatives of Jeju 4-3 victims in the

absent of lineal blood relatives

Hyun, Hyekyung
(Senior staff Researcher, Center for Jeju Studies at the Jeju Research institute)

Kim, Seokyun
(Chief Researcher, Public Policy Institute for Sharing)

Heo, Yousoon

(Lecturer, Department of Tourism Development at the Jeju National University)

This study analyzes the succession of memorial rituals and fight for
recognition for the direct victims of Jeju 4-3 by their collateral blood relatives.
To date, those collateral blood relatives have waged a recognition struggle
against the government to be recognized themselves as official family
members of Jeju 4-3 victims, as they would need to undertake the victim's
memorial ceremony each year and to manage the tomb. The most important
aspect for the legitimacy of a descendant is undertaking the memorial
ceremony, in the absent of any lineal blood relatives.

Some of these requests have been accepted, with the amendment of “the
Special Act on discovering the truth of the Jeju 4-3 incident and the
restoration of honor of victims”. Relatives up to the first cousin of victims
who has succeeded the memorial ceremony and managed the tomb are now
recognized as official bereaved family members. However, over time, they
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have gradually decreased in numbers by natural death. The issue of the
degree of kinship for next generations is in the middle of a continuing
recognition fight.

Based on Axel Honneth's theory of recognition, this study examines the
succession of memorial rituals by collateral blood relatives and its effect on
the struggle for recognition and recognition effect. We found three main
aspects. First, the memorial ceremony constitutes as a process of converting
the abnormal deaths of the victims of Jeju 4-3 into normal death. Second,
it is the process of recovering the rights and social honor of the bereaved
people through this process and ultimately social solidarity. Finally,
undertaking memorial ceremony and managing the tomb served as a
functioning device that allows them to be recognized as official bereaved
family members.

Such a struggle for recognition is a process of restoring social relations
from social ignorance and suppression which have been imposed to them
for a long period of time, and acquiring a new positive relationships with
oneself through social struggle. As Honneth's theory of recognition suggested,
the recognition effects of love, rights, and social solidarity are evident in
the process of restoration of community through the succession of memorial
rituals.

Key Words : Jeju 4-3 incident, the absent of lineal blood relatives, collateral
blood relatives, ceremonial rituals, struggle for recognition



