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<Abstract>

Lexical History of Jeju Dialect ‘Olle’

Bae Younghwan

The purpose of this study is to discuss the change in the form and meaning of
vocabulary related to Jeju dialect 'Olle’. The medieval Korean language form
corresponding to Jeju dialect 'Olle' is 'Orae’. 'Orae' appears in various literature
including Cheonjamun. The original meaning of 'Orae', medieval Korean language, is
"Mun(Gate)', especially #1F5(exterior gate). In addition, the meaningful motivation of
'Orac' and 'Mun(Gate)' had already weakened in the medieval Korean language, and
'Orae’ had another meaning of "E{Street]'. In modern Korean language data, the form
of 'Orae’ is rarely found. In the modern Korean language, 'Orae’ is found in North
Korea including Hamkyeong Province and Pyeongbuk, and it remains 'Olle' in Jeju
dialect. 'Orae’, in the dialect of North Hamgyeong Province means 'neighborhood',
'village' or 'neighbor'. 'Olle’ in Jeju dialect is a form of 'Orae' inserted with ‘2’. And
the change of 'Olrae’ to 'Olle' reflects the fact that ' Jj' and 'J|' are not distinguished
in this area. 'Olle' means 'an alleyway from the main road to the main gate'. In
addition, 'Olle' has the meaning of 'around Olle or its vicinity'. The basic meaning of
'Orae' in the medieval Korean language gradually derives from Mun(Gate)' or "4+
(Exterior Gate)' to firstly 'Street', then Neighbor', 'Village', and ‘Clan’. The reason why
'Orae' in the medieval Korean language has only appeared in a tautology or synthesis
form such as 'Oraemun’ is that it has already lost the flexibility of 'Orae' and ‘Mun’.
And the reason for the missing flexibility of 'Orae' and ‘Mun’ is due to the influence
of Chinese character 'Mun'. 'Mun' featured by a one-syllable character played a crucial

factor for Native Korean word 'Orae' to lose power.

Keywords : Olle, Orae, Jeju dialect, Meaning change, The dialect of North
Hamgyeong Province, Semantic Derivation
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