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Abstract

A Case Study on Fishing Ground Dispute in the Commons: Focused on
Village Fishing Ground in Jeju

Kang, Kyeong-Min & Min, Kee

This study aims at figuring out the reasons of fishing boundary disputes and the process of
dispute resolution between fishing villages in Jeju islands.. Five dispute cases that were
happened in 1960s are analyzed to find how to reach the agreements between parties
concerned. This study finds three policy implications. First, it is desirable that the disputes
caused by fishing communities should be solved based on the principle of subsidiarity. The
community dispute must be solved first between the communities concerned. If not, the
conflict should be settled by outsider's arbitration, government intervention, or court ruling.
Second, new system must be applied gradually for the groups who lose the expected profits
from the changes of rules. In order to introduce a new rule smoothly, an old rule continues
to apply to some existing situations while a new rule will apply to all future cases. Third, the
dispute should be discussed by local governance where parties concerned, fisheries
cooperatives, local government and civic groups take part in. Local governance accords with

the principle of local autonomy and is a process of democratic practice.

Key Words: Village Fishing Ground, Fishing Boundary Dispute, Fishing Community,

The Commons



