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Ownership of Shamanic Shrines and their
Maintenance in Jeju City

Song, Jeongheui - Choe, Hyun
(Jeju National University Graduate School of
Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Koreanology)

- (Prof. Jeju National Univ)

This study identifies the ownership, locations and maintenances of 192 shrine
sites in Jejusi, which was found in 2008. Among these, 95 shrine sites belong
to individuals, 28 sites are owned by the government, 20 owned by a local
government (Jeju Special Self-governing Province, Jeju City, Bukjeju County),
20 owned by villages, 3 owned enterprises. 26 sites were unable to have their
addresses verified or were not listed in the Corporation Register.

The study shows that most of shrines owned by villages are well managed
and maintained. However, about 20% of shrines whose ownership belongs to
central government, local government, companies, or individuals are vandalized
or destroyed. This study, thus, suggests that villages should own the lands of
shrine in order to secure sustainablility of shrines in Jejusi. It also suggest that

research should be conducted on the ownership of shrine in the entire Jeju island.

[Key words]

commons, sustainability, Jeju—si, shamanic shrine, ownership, community, policy
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