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<Abstract>

A Study on the Negotiation of Narratives in
Yi Chung-jun’ Island Embracing Mythology

Yi, Soh-Yon

Island Embracing Mythology is the novel written by Yi Chung-jun
in his later years. Yi Chung—jun employed many myths and folktales
in order to represent Jeju 4 -3 incident(April third resistance) too
tragic to be represented thoroughly with language. He tried to
embody the complicated present which camnot be presented with
one-dimensional language using the structure of mythology as the
horizon of consciousness. In Island Embracing Mythology various
events dynamically interplays while coming into conflicting and
running into one another. These agons and conflicts are inclined to
negotiate with one another within this novel’s plot.

The representative one among varied agons and conflicts in Island
Embracing Mythology is the question of the possibility of forgiveness
and resolution. Readers of this novel become aware of the fact that
this novel doesn’t have the satisfactory answer about this question.
Island Embracing Mythology is the narrative which can arrive at the
closure in the level of expectation but cannot in the level of question.
The last chapter of this novel ends with the scene implying that
agons and conflicts appeared in the text have never been resolved
eventually and mourning will be delayed eternally. Through this

process, the novel becomes the sign itself embodying the human lives
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while putting them against the present in the way towards the open
closure as if reflecting their images onto mirrors in mis—en-abyme.
The reading of Island Embracing Mythology exceeds the horizon of
the apparent theme of forgiveness and healing of the trauma of 4 + 3
incident and reaches the stage in which we can inscribe the tragic
reality of people and local community into the midst of our memory.
In that sense, the gut(a kind of exorcism for mourning) has the
important meaning as the stage contracting the narratives of myths,
the representation of the events of forgiveness and resolution and the
allegory of the author’s writing. Both the gut and the author’'s writing
are the supplementary act revealing the lack of the present while
testifying the impossibility of the forgiveness and the mourning added

to the present.

Key Words : mythological realism, agon, closure, trauma, forgiveness,
resolution, mourning, exorcism(Gut), negotiation,

writing, supplement, deconstruction
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